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 Where does the name KENDA come from?

By looking at the etymology, KENDA was derived from two 
combined mandarin words: ken means “to build”, and   da means 
“big”.  therefore, KENDA means “to build & grow big”.   

How old is KENDA?

Since its inception in 1962, KENDA is now on its half century. the 
company is currently on its 51st year.

Is KENDA a family owned business or public?

KENDA is a family owned business.   thus, on December 20, 1990, 
KENDA securities went on public.  It is vital to note that the Yang 
family is still considered the major shareholder of this company, 
wherein the total market capitalization in the end of 2012 is 
around 1.02 billion USD dollars that is equal to 30.6 billion Nt 
dollars.

What are the products and services that KENDA offers?

 KENDA offers a massive line of products that include:
•Bicycle tires and tubes
• Motorcycle, Scooter, ATV tires and tubes
• Industrial tires and tubes
• Agricultural tires and tubes
• Light truck, Trailer tires and tubes
• Radial tires and tubes
• Truck, Bus tires and tubes
• Rubber Membrane, Pond Liner
What is KENDA known for? What is KENDA’s major strength?
As a prominent supplier of products in many oEm companies, 
KENDA has proven a sufficient track record in the motorcycle 
and bicycle industry. Being in the business for 51 years, this only 
shows that KENDA thrived in this line of business despite the 
odds of competition. In the bicycle tires’ field, the market share of 
KENDA is no.1.  For this reason, the company needs to duplicate 
the experience to PCR tires as well.

We noticed that KENDA has launched a global advertising 
campaign, could you explain some of the plans and the idea 
behind the change in direction? 

Part of KENDA’s advocacy, we are sponsoring racers and events.  
this advertising campaign will surely promote our brand globally. 
In the next 5 years, we will expand our capacity, machinery, 
equipment, RD and manpower. Currently, KENDA ranks 26th 
among global tire manufacturers and we are targeting to be 
included in the top 20 before 2016. 

How does KENDA differentiate itself from other brands?

It is KENDA’s mandate to promote the spirit of honesty and 
innovation by providing every customer exceptional services & 
products.  moreover, as we satisfy our customers’ needs, in turn, 
it will create profit, sustainable management as well as social 
responsibility.

What are KENDA’s core values?

Honesty, Quality, Service and Innovation are the core values 
of KENDA. “Each individual with the spirit of teamwork and 
responsibility devotes to problem- solving, innovation, and self-
challenge…”

How many factories does KENDA have and in which 
countries?

KENDA has established four (4) factories in China, two (2) in 
taiwan, one (1) in vietnam, along with seven (7) subsidiaries 
which include rim factories and warehouses.

Do you have plans to open any new plants? 

tianjin factory is the newest plant established in 2008.  For this 
year, we are planning to extend the production of PCR.

You currently do not have production of TBR or 
OTR tires; do you have any plans to start in the near 
future?

Yes, it is in our planning.  Not before long, the market will 
begin to see Kenda’s tBR tires.

According to the Taipei Times, KENDA is looking to 
build a second factory in Taiwan; can you please tell 
us more about this? And why have you chosen Taiwan 
for the second factory as opposed to another country 
such as Vietnam or China?

Since mr. Jing-Bao Yao was a former teacher, 
his unwavering compassion to take care of the 
disadvantaged minority is his mission.  He established 
KENDA in 1962 and still held the principle: “What is taken 
from the society, must be used in the society.”  taiwan is 
our hometown and we believe that it is our responsibility 
to sustain the younger generation to be updated in 
technology and innovation.

How many tires do you produce daily? 

massive daily tire production is done in different branches 
& product categories.  therefore, it is difficult to add the 
number of products from different types.           

How many employees does KENDA employ?

We approximately have 10,100 employees coming from 
our different branches.

Which markets are your products distributed in and 
which ones are you the strongest in?

We distribute our products in North America, Europe, 
Asia, middle & South America, Africa, middle East, 
Australia and New Zealand.  Among the said locations, 
more than half of our gross sales amount came from Asia 
and considered  as our strongest market.

What have been the recent big changes in KENDA ?

KENDA devotes into all kinds of campaigns to promote 
KENDA’s  brand image more actively.  one of the sought-
after campaigns lately is to sponsor NBA Houston Rockets 
because of Jeremy Lin, a famous Chinese/ American 
player.

What would you say are the biggest challenges of a 
tire manufacturer in 2013?

We could say that the competition is getting strong, so 
we are looking forward to upgrade our service and brand 
image instead of tires.

What green initiatives has KENDA taken in order to 
maintain environmental sustainability?

that’s the main point of Dubai seminar this year.  It is 
the launching of KENDA’s new    product for ECo friendly 
technology, the KR30 which is made in taiwan. It stands 
for total reduction of 6 tons of Co2 absorption by 500 
trees a year.

How is KENDA coping with the recent price reduction 
that the markets have been experiencing especially in 
the Chinese manufactured brands?

Kenda does not compete on price.  We aim at providing 
best products & services to our customers for best value. 
our price level must cope with our market position.

 What do you want our readers to think of when they 
see the KENDA logo?

our KENDA logo with white background and red shade 
represents that the company is young and energetic, 
thus willing to take any challenges to bring the most 
innovative products & services to our customers.



the interaction of size, weight, and dynamics of 
the Range Rover has been subject of fascination 
for many years. HAmANN motorsport alters this 
ratio by clearly emphasising on dynamics.

Range Rover has been synonymous with 
distinctiveness for many years – for exclusiveness 
and luxury. In this case, HAmANN uses a 
mirror-like pink paint, pushing the envelope 
of individualism. A high-gloss colour is used to 
finish the body, while the pink large-sized roof 
beams in a brushed matt finish. the body of 
the completely revamped, new Range Rover 
generation mYStÉRE is dressed up in a colour 
that exhibits nothing more but self-confidence.

the front spoiler with its integrated LED daytime 
running lights is the first sign of car’s display 
of dominance. the bonnet lives up the name 
HAmANN motorsport. It is made completely of 
real carbon. the four-part wide body kit for the 
side skirts of the mYStÉRE adds 80 mm to the 
car’s width. the front wings, which are hand-
made from special carbon GFK composite, the 
side skirts, the door fixtures, as well as the panels 
for the rear wheel wings add to this width.

the rear view is emphasized by the rear spoiler 
that integrates the end pipes of rear silencer that 
has been developed especially for the Range 
Rover. the end pipes were not drawn or peened 
but milled from a solid block. By adding these 
details, HAmANN created a link between the 
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robust Range Rover image with its own motorsport history. Given these facts, it becomes clear 
that the engineers from the German town of Laupheim will again fine-tune and increase at the 
power of the 5 Litre v8 supercharged power train.

this requires optimized road handling that has already been implemented. the electronic 
lowering module used for the HAmANN mYStÉRE brings the car 40 mm closer to the pavement. 
Inside the wheel housings ,you will find 23 inch forged rims, either the three-part “Edition Race” 
with a polished rim flange and titan bolts or the single unit variant “Unique Forged”. Continental 
tyres, size 305/30/23 are mounted to all four wheels.

this individual approach is continued in the interior. the HAmANN logo or the signature can 
be found on the door sill trims and the velour floor mats. Furthermore, the in-house upholstery 
department can fulfill all your designer wishes with materials such as leather, Alcantara, double-
clear-coat finishes, stainless steel, aluminium, carbon, and much more.

thus, a new Range Rover is being created in Laupheim that reaches dimensions in regard to 
individuality and dominance that was previously unimaginable.
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BRABUS 800 Roadster builds the world’s most powerful 
roadster. The two-seater is powered by a 12-cylinder Biturbo 
engine upgraded by BRABUS T65 RS tuning. It produces 
588 kW / 800 hp (788 bhp) of power and a peak torque of 
1,420 Nm. A sprint time of 3.7 seconds from rest to 100 
km/h (62 mph) and with 9.8 seconds to 200 km/h (124 mph) 
are impressive testaments to the car’s special status that 
has been further bolstered by an electronically limited top 
speed of 350 km/h (217 mph). The features of this exclusive 
equipment also include BRABUS carbon-fiber bodywork 
components designed for maximum aerodynamic efficiency, 
custom-tailored BRABUS wheels with diameters up to 20 
inches and exclusive options for the cockpit.
BRABUS t65 RS tuning unleashes the latent power reserves of the six-
liter v12 engine. to this end, the BRABUS engine professionals have 
developed a BRABUS high-tech Biturbo system with custom high-
performance that manifolds the integrated turbine housings and high-
performance turbochargers. the tuning also includes four water-to-air 
intercoolers, housed in space provided by the BRABUS carbon-fiber 
hood scoop. Another custom development for the SL 65 power upgrade 
is the special BRABUS stainless-steel high-performance exhaust system. 
It features free-flow metal catalysts and ceramic-coated tailpipes with 
distinctive BRABUS design. An integrated butterfly valve in the exhaust 
provides an active sound management on the steering wheel: at the 
push of a button the driver can chose between a discrete “coming 
home” and a markedly sporty exhaust note.

the newly calibrated engine electronics is completed with high-
performance mapping for injection and ignition that coordinates the 
perfect interaction of the high-end components while also ensuring 
compliance with EURo v emission standards. the high-tech lubricants 
for the entire powertrain are supplied by its technology partner 
motUL.

the BRABUS t65 RS engine produces 588 kW / 800 hp (788 bhp) of 
power at 5,500 rpm and an even more impressive peak torque of 1,420 
Nm (1,047 lb-ft), available from a low 2,100 rpm. In the car, peak torque 
is limited electronically to 1,100 Nm (811 lb-ft).

In conjunction with the AmG SPEEDSHIFt PLUS 7G-tRoNIC 
transmission, whose gears can be shifted automatically or manually 
with the BRABUS aluminum shift paddles on the steering wheel, 
the BRABUS 800 Roadster rises to the become the most powerful 
of its kind. From rest the sports car weighing in at about two metric 
tons (2.2 tons) sprints to 100 km/h (62 mph) in just 3.7 seconds. 
the two-door car reaches a speed of 200 km/h (124 mph) after just 
9.8 seconds. top speed is limited electronically to 350 km/h (217 
mph).

to master these enormous speeds at all times, a BRABUS 
aerodynamic-enhancement kit for the SL 65 was developed in the 
wind tunnel. All components are manufactured from carbon fibers 
and are available either with a matt or high-gloss surface finish. It 
goes without saying; they can also be painted in the car’s exterior 
color.
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the BRABUS front spoiler attaches to the lower section of the 
bumper. It lends the roadster a more sporty appearance and 
reduces lift on the front axle. BRABUS covers for the side air 
vents round out the striking front for the SL 65 AmG.

the sides are refined with custom-tailored attachments for 
the air vents integrated into the front fenders and with rocker 
panels.

to achieve an optimal aerodynamic balance, the rear section 
is upgraded with a diffuser insert for the fascia.

As an alternative to the 19-inch stock tires of the SL 65, the 
BRABUS suspension engineers have developed an exclusive 
20-inch high-tech variant. the new BRABUS monoblock R 
“Platinum Edition” forged wheel offers the perfect symbiosis 
of lightweight construction and maximum strength, thanks to 
state-of-the-art manufacturing technology. In addition to the 
innovative construction, this wheel design also offers unique 
looks with ten double spokes arranged in two matt titanium 
and fully polished planes. the front axle is fitted with wheels 
in size 9Jx20 shod with size 255/30 ZR 20 tires. In the rear, 
tires in size 305/25 ZR 20 mounted on size 10.5Jx20 wheels 
transfer the BRABUS 800 Roadster’s power of 800 horses to 
the asphalt. BRABUS recommends high-performance tires 
from Continental, Pirelli and YoKoHAmA.

to give the two-seater even more agile handling, BRABUS 
developed a special control module for the ABC suspension 
of the SL 65 AmG. It lowers the ride height by about 25 
millimeters (1.0 inches).

the BRABUS limited-slip rear differential with a locking rate of 
40 percent can enhance handling performance further still.

BRABUS adds even more luxury and custom features to the 
two-seat interior upon request as well. the product portfolio 
ranges from scuff plates with backlit BRABUS logo and a 
speedometer with 360-km/h dial (220 mph) to carbon-fiber 
and wood trim sets in any color imaginable and with a variety 
of surface finishes.

the company upholstery shop crafts exquisite BRABUS 
interiors from especially soft yet durable BRABUS mastik 
leather and Alcantara. A prime example for the precision 
craftsmanship is the leather-clad trunk of the show car at 
the 2013 Geneva motor Show that features meticulous and 
precise honeycomb stitching throughout.

Volkswagen has revealed the next generation of superior dynamic 
performance at  Geneva International Motor Show, with the global 
unveiling of the new Golf GTI.
the latest version of the legendary compact sports car, which has been revered 
by motoring enthusiasts for over three decades, is powered by a turbocharged 
petrol, direct-injection engine (tSI) with 162 kW / 220 PS coming as standard 
and accelerates to 100 km/h in 6.5 seconds, reaching a top speed of 246 km/h.

As a classic with cult status, the Golf GtI systematically combines sportiness 
and driving fun, with the strengths of the Golf, into a unique concept of 
compact sport hatchback. the 6-speed DSG automatic gearbox helps to reach 
DIN fuel consumption value of 6.0L/100 km; meaning that the new Golf GtI 
offers an 18 per cent improvement in fuel economy compared to the previous 
model.

thomas milz, managing Director, volkswagen middle East exclaimed that the 
new Golf GtI is sportier than ever.  He added that his model represents pure 
dynamics with all of the everyday utility qualities of the Golf.  the seventh 
generation has been already launched in the middle East last January and this 
model is an even more dynamic volkswagen icon to the region.

“the GtI has long been a favourite amongst automotive aficionados across 
the middle East and last year accounted for 60% of all Golf model sales  in the 
AGCC. the new GtI model is due to arrive in the middle East during Q3 of this 
year and together with the new Golf, we are looking forward to introducing 
these spectacular new offerings to our customers.”

the sporty character of the Golf GtI is reflected in its traditional red-painted 
brake callipers, two chrome tailpipes and a sport suspension. the exterior 
of the compact sports car also scores with 17-inch “Brooklyn” GtI wheels 
and 225/45 size tyres, special side sills, a diffuser and smoked LED rear lights 
(including LED license plate illumination).

visual highlights in the interior are top sport seats in tartan pattern (“Clark”), 
a black roofliner and red ambience lighting. the cars also offers sporty GtI 
features such as a sport steering wheel, GtI gear shift grip and instrument 
cluster, special trim strips and stainless steel pedals and foot support.



the mC Stradale will be 
the star on the maserati 
stand, alongside all the new 
Quattroporte versions as 
they make their European 
debut
From the moment the spotlight hits the new 
range - starting with the new Quattroporte, 
set to make its European debut at the Geneva 
motorshow - maserati also revamps those 
luxury sports models which provided the 
basis for the brand’s growth.

In line with this philosophy, Geneva will 
see the world debut of the new four seater 
Granturismo mC Stradale, the optimum 
expression of sportiness combined with the 
luxury of a coupé made in modena. Although 
the new Quattroporte is the first maserati to 
be built at the new Giovanni Agnelli plant 
in Grugliasco (turin), the Granturismo mC 
Stradale will in fact be built at the historic 
factory in viale Ciro menotti in modena.

Just like the previous two seater version, 
the new four seater Granturismo mC 
Stradale takes its inspiration from the racing 
version which competes in the maserati 
trofeo Championship, offering the perfect 

combination of sportiness, luxury and elegance, comfort and style, functionality and dynamism - 
that can now be enjoyed by four people. the new aesthetic exterior features, with their clear racing 
edge, are highlighted by the new carbon fibre bonnet which frames a central air intake and two 
rear extractors and by the new forged 20” alloy rims. the new Granturismo mC Stradale boasts a 
cabin that has four comfortable seats and an interior design featuring new materials and style.

the new Granturismo mC Stradale also features the 4.7 litre, 460 HP aspirated v8 engine which 
made its debut in the Granturismo Sport and which is now fitted to the entire 4.7 litre Granturismo 
range. Combined with an mC Race Shift 6-speed robotised manual gearbox, this engine ensures 
outstanding performance - with a top speed of 188 mph - which can be enjoyed in this new four 
passenger configuration. the safety of the vehicle is guaranteed by the Brembo carbon ceramic 
brake discs. the new Granturismo mC Stradale also benefits from the work carried out on the latest 
engine range to reduce fuel consumption and emissions.
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In Atlanta, the new Porsche 911 Gt3 has  been unveiled at the 
Geneva International motor Show. the completely re-developed fifth 
generation of the 911 Gt3 occupies the top position among Porsche 
sports cars with naturally-aspirated engines. With an impressive lap 
time on the Nürburgring Nordschleife of under 7:30 minutes, the 2014 
911 Gt3 benefits from a new engine, transmission, body and chassis. 
the car now sprints from zero to 60 mph in 3.3 seconds on its way 
to a top track speed of 195 mph. the 2014 911 Gt3 will go on sale in 
the United States late in 2013 and will be priced from $130,400, not 
including a $950 destination charge.

As a technical highlight, the 911 Gt3 features the first active rear-wheel 
steering in a production Porsche, as well as optional full LED headlights. 
the new Gt3 brings to everyday driving with many of the properties of 
a sports car developed on the track and preserves the highly emotional 
fun factor.

the powertrain of the new 911 Gt3 is composed of a 3.8-liter boxer 
engine yielding 475 hp (125 hp/liter) featuring a 9,000 rpm redline and 
a specially developed Porsche dual-clutch transmission (PDK) which 
drives the rear wheels. the six-cylinder engine is based on the same 
engine as the 911 Carrera S, although they share only a few common 
parts. All other components, particularly the crankshaft and valve gear, 
were specially adapted or designed for the Gt3. For instance, Porsche 
designed titanium connecting rods and forged pistons for this engine.

the Porsche dual-clutch transmission in this application has been 
specially developed for the 911 Gt3: the characteristics are based 
directly on a sequential gearbox from racing, thereby providing further 
performance and dynamic advantages to the driver. Highlights include 
shorter gear ratios with closer spacing, even faster shifting, and shift 
paddles with shorter travel and increased tactile feedback, which now 
allow the driver to place the PDK in neutral simply by pulling on both 
paddles at the same time.

For the first time, Porsche is employing active rear wheel steering to 
achieve even higher steering precision and improved lateral dynamics. 
Depending on the speed, the rear wheels steer in the same or opposite 
direction of the front wheels, improving stability and agility. other new 
features that improve driving dynamics are an electronically controlled, 
fully variable rear differential lock and dynamic engine mounts. Contact 
with the road is made by new 20-inch, forged alloy wheels with center-
locking hubs in place of conventional wheel bolts.

the 2014 911 Gt3 is based on the light yet stiff body of the current 
generation 911 Carrera, which employs a hybrid steel and aluminum 
construction; however, it comes with unique front and rear parts specific 
to the Gt3. In addition, the 911 Gt3 is 1.7 inches wider than a 911 Carrera 
S in the rear. Another distinctive feature is the large, fixed rear wing, 
which contributes to the exemplary aerodynamics.

By combining low air resistance with even more power, the 2014 911 
Gt3 sets new performance standards. At full acceleration from standstill, 
the 60 mph mark is reached after just 3.3 seconds, and on the track 124 
mph is reached in less than twelve seconds.
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Porsche Debuts Fifth 
Generation of the 911 GT3
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Is it actually appropriate to celebrate a particular 
anniversary quite so unrestrainedly? Can you really take 
passion for purist sports cars to such extremes after 25 
years?
Such questions of correct etiquette fade into insignificance in 
light of the Wiesmann Gt mF4-CS, knowing that this extraordinary 
automobile combines the driving experiences of road and racetrack 
to such a high level that the answer can only ever be a resounding 
“Yes!”.

Limited to 25 vehicles worldwide, the Clubsport celebrates 
everything Wiesmann has stood for over the last quarter of a 
century: cutting-edge technology, timeless design, extreme 
individuality and exclusive driving pleasure. the Wiesmann Gt 
mF4-CS will thrill you all the way to your next track day with its 
boundless power and impulsive dynamics.

So is it really appropriate to celebrate passionate driving pleasure so 
excessively? you make up your own mind.

the Wiesmann Gt mf4-CS is waiting for your answer.

Exterior – The heart says “Yes” – The head is speechless

Anyone who is regularly on the racetrack and has petrol in their 
veins knows that appearance isn’t everything – but it can often be 
breathtaking.

If you find yourself lost for words when you first encounter a 
Wiesmann Gt mF4-CS, then you’re not alone. Its impressive forms, 
dynamic curves and cool lines speak such a clear language that 
there is really nothing that can be added to that first impression. 
In quiet anticipation of what the “inner values” of the Wiesmann Gt 
mf4-CS will yet be revealed.

Interior – Achieve more with 
lightness

the track, the car and you. Everything 
else is superfluous.

the significantly slimmed-down 
interior is an essential element of 
the outstanding racetrack qualities 
of the Wiesmann Gt mF4-CS. You 
have no need for a GpS system, air 
conditioning or a radio when you’re 
on the track.  But of course, you want 
maximum vision. and maximum 
safety, which are provided, for 
example, by the roll bars, quickly 
grab the fire extinguisher. So at 
the same time, the Wiesmann 
Gt mf4-CS can also be used as a 
complete – and uniquely formed 
– road vehicle. Everything about 
the Wiesmann Gt mf4-CS awakens 
your thirst for performance, curves, 
speed and raw power – from the 
sporty car seat shells with feed-
through seatbelt all the way to the 
clear and straightforward controls. 
Settle into your seat, focus your 
senses – and give free rein to your 
insatiable passion for adrenalin in the 
Wiesmann Gt mF4-CS.
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Citroën unveils nine-part diorama to celebrate 
Loeb and Elena’s nine World Rally Championship 
titles at the SMMT

Citroën has unveiled a World Rally Championship 
diorama to celebrate Sébastien Loeb and 
Daniel Elena’s unrivalled nine FIA World Rally 
Championship titles. the model was revealed at 
the Society of motor manufacturers and traders 
(Smmt) .

From the snow and ice of Rally Finland to the iconic 
ruins of the Acropolis Rally, the 1:43-scale model, 
which has been moulded to a Citroën DS3 – the 
same model with which Loeb and Elena won their 
ninth title – showcases nine different rally terrains.

the eye-catching model has been finished to the 
highest quality, with the utmost attention to detail. 
Each rally terrain features a 1:43 scale model of one 
of the duo’s championship-winning cars, dating 
back to 2004 and the Citroën Xsara.

Nothing has been left to the imagination as ice 
and dust clouds provided a sense of speed, while 
flowers, shrubbery, cameramen and spectators 
completed the scene.

Designed and built by Kieron Barter of Funky Lemon 
Design, the model took two months to complete.

Barter and his team of model-makers have been 
part of the project from the very beginning, from 
taking the initial moulds to putting the final 
touches to the entirely unique and staggeringly 
intricate artwork.

Describing the model-making process, Barter said 
how keen he was to be part of it, saying: “When I 
was initially approached by Citroën about this, I 
was really excited. It’s definitely a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience so I jumped at the chance. the most 
enjoyable, and perhaps most challenging part was 
working with a DS3 to get the mould for the car, 
purely because it’s not something that I’ve done 
before and it was very important to get the mould 
right.”

marc Raven, Communications Director at 
Citroën UK said: “Sébastien and Daniel have 
a fantastic history with Citroën and have 
achieved an incredible feat that is unlikely 
to be replicated. to celebrate, we wanted 
to create something that was as equally 
unique as their achievements. We were 
keen for this to involve a DS3; the car that 
underpins their continuing success in the 
WRC, and this was the result! It’s a fantastic 
piece of art and truly befitting of Seb and 
Daniel’s amazing track record.”

Citroën is planning a dealer tour later in the 
year and the model will also be on show at 
various events throughout the summer.

CITROËN UNVEILS 
DISTINCT 
COMMEMORATIVE 
DIORAMA TO 
CELEBRATE THE 
SUCCESS OF LOEB 
& ELENA AT THE 
SMMT
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The TOYOTA i-ROAD Personal Mobility Vehicle 
(PMV) –a new form of transportation offering 
greater flexibility in the urban environment 
has been showcased at the 2013 Geneva 
Motor Show.

offering a comfortable, enclosed environment 
for two occupants seated in tandem, the compact 
toYotA i-RoAD Electric vehicle (Ev) features 
unique, ‘Active Lean’ technology to provide a 
safe, intuitive and enjoyable, helmet-free driving 
experience over a range of up to 50 km* on a 
single charge.

Committed to reducing energy consumption 
and the environmental burden attached to 
transportation, toyota has been researching and 
implementing environmentally-friendly mobility 
solutions for over 40 years in the quest for the 
ultimate range of eco cars, designed to suit every 
user profile.

through the adaption of its Hybrid Synergy 
Drive® technology for use in Hybrid vehicles (Hv), 
Plug-in Hybrid Electric vehicles (PHEv), Electric 
vehicles (Ev) and Fuel Cell vehicles (FCv), toyota 
is paving the way for several types of eco car to 
coexist in the future.

Whilst Hvs, PHEvs and FCvs are ideal for 
mainstream use over mid to long distances, toyota 
believes in the feasibility of Evs as a primary mode 
of urban transportation for shorter distances. 
toyota has more than 10 years experience in the 
research and development of Pmvs.

Pmv users require a vehicle that is more 
comfortable, more weatherproof and safer than 
a two-wheeler, yet still offers the benefits of low 
running costs, and the compact dimensions 
(most notably width) to facilitate the easy parking 
and urban manoeuvrability associated with two-
wheelers such as scooters and motorcycles.

measuring 2,350 mm long, 1,445 mm high 
and with a wheelbase of 1,700 mm, the 
ultra-compact, three-wheeled toYotA 
i-RoAD’s key dimension has a width of 
only 850 mm, about the same as that of 
a conventional two-wheeler. this not only 
equips the toYotA i-RoAD with the latter’s 
ability to manoeuvre freely through even 
the most congested traffic, but also makes 
it possible to park four of the new toyota 
Pmvs in a single car parking bay.

the toYotA i-RoAD’s zero-emission, all-
electric powertrain features a lithium-ion 
battery, providing power to a pair of 2 kW 
electric motors mounted within the front 
wheels. Combining brisk acceleration 
with near-silent running, the new toyota 
Pmv has a range of about 50 km, after 
which it may be fully recharged from a 
conventional household power outlet in 
just three hours.

Key to the higher levels of stability, safety, 
comfort and enjoyment associated with 
the toYotA i-RoAD driving experience is 
toyota’s new, entirely intuitive ‘Active Lean’ 
technology.

the system features a lean actuator motor 
and gearing mounted above the front 
suspension member, linked via a yoke to the 
right and left front wheels. An ECU calculates 
the required lean based on steering angle, 
gyro-sensor and vehicle speed information. 
And the system automatically moves the 
wheels up and down in opposite directions, 
applying lean angle to counteract the 
centrifugal force of cornering.

offering a minimum turning circle of just 3.0 
metres, the system also operates when the 
toyota Pmv is being driven straight ahead 
on a stepped surface, the lean actuator 
automatically compensating for changes in 
the road surface to keep the body level.

Requiring no specialized driving skills to 
operate, the Active Lean system offers a 
unique driving experience with all the 
enjoyment of two-wheeler riding and 
without the need for the driver to stabilize 
the vehicle himself during slow speed 
manoeuvres, or when stationary.

Because the Active Lean system obviates the 
need for the driver to lower his feet to the 
road surface at any time, the toYotA i-RoAD 
may be equipped with a safer, weatherproof, 
closed body construction.

toyota envisages the toYotA i-RoAD’s all-
electric individual mobility concept playing 
a significant role in the reduction of both 
congestion and air pollution within the 
urban environment.

With commuters using either public 
transport or conventional private vehicles 
to travel to urban perimeter transportation 
hubs, they then transfer to the toYotA 
i-RoAD to complete their journeys and move 
within the city centre.

Its compact dimensions, manoeuvrability, 
easy parking, rapid charging and availability 
in either open or enclosed cabin format 
make the new toyota Pmv an ideal urban 
transportation solution designed to reduce 
both inner city congestion and Co2, Nox and 
particulate emissions without compromising 
individual freedom of mobility.
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on its 50th anniversary Automobili 
Lamborghini has presented an 
extremely exclusive model at 
the Geneva motor Show 2013. 
only three unique units of the 
Lamborghini veneno were set 
to be built and sold. Its design is 
consistently focused on optimum 
aerodynamics and cornering 
stability, giving the veneno the 
real dynamic experience of a 
racing prototype, yet it is fully 
homologated for the road. With a 
maximum output of 552 kW / 750 
hp, the veneno accelerates from 
0 to 100 km/h in just 2.8 seconds 
and the top speed for this street-
legal racing car stands at 355 km/h. 
It is priced at three million Euros 
plus tax – and all three units have 
already been sold to customers.

the Lamborghini veneno features 
a twelve-cylinder power unit with 
a displacement of 6.5 liters, an 
extremely fast-shifting 7-speed ISR 
transmission with 5 driving modes 
and permanent all-wheel drive, 
as well as a racing chassis with 
pushrod suspension and horizontal 
spring/damper units. Above all, 
however, the veneno benefits from 
the very special expertise that 
Automobili Lamborghini possesses 
in the development and execution 
of carbon-fiber materials – the 
complete chassis is produced as a 
CFRP monocoque, as is the outer 
skin of this extreme sports car. the 
inside, too, features innovative, 
Lamborghini-patented materials 
such as Forged Composite and 
CarbonSkin.

Fully in keeping with the tradition 
of the brand, the name of the 
veneno originates from a legendary 
fighting bull.

veneno is the name of one of the 
strongest and most aggressive fighting 
bulls ever. He is also famous for being 
one of the fastest bulls in the history of 
bullfighting. His name became popular 
in 1914, when he fatally wounded the 
famous torero José Sánchez Rodríguez 
during the bullfight in the arena 
Sanlúcar de Barrameda’s, Andalusia, 
Spain.

The Design

the Lamborghini veneno brings the 
aerodynamic efficiency of a racing 
prototype to the road. Every detail 
of its form pursues a clear function 
– exceptional dynamics, optimum 
downforce with minimal drag and 
perfect cooling of the high-performance 
engine. Yet the veneno is unmistakably 
a Lamborghini; it sticks firmly to the 
consistent design philosophy of all 
the super sports cars from Sant’Agata 
Bolognese. that includes the extreme 
proportions, as well as the powerfully 
arrow-shaped front end and the 
interplay between razor-sharp lines and 
precise surfaces.

the entire front end of the Lamborghini 
veneno has been laid out for perfect 
airflow and downforce. the front end 
works as a large aerodynamic wing. 
Large channels guide the air to the 
outlets in the front hood and in front of 
the windshield, as well as to the front 
wheels. Characteristic for Lamborghini 
is the Y shape of the angular headlamps 
that reach well into the fenders as well 
as the scissor doors.

The Technology

the veneno is further proof of 
Automobili Lamborghini’s unique 
competence in CFRP-based lightweight 
design. A monocoque made from 
carbon-fiber reinforced polymer 

forms the basis of the veneno. It is largely similar to the Aventador 
monocoque – such as with the aluminum sub-frames front and 
rear – although its form has been adapted to the new design. All 
exterior parts are made from CFRP. the veneno meets all safety and 
registration requirements worldwide, and naturally also incorporates 
a full complement of safety systems from airbags through to the 
adapted ESP handling system.

the systematic, carbon-fiber, lightweight design of the veneno is 
not only visible, it is also evident on the scales: With a dry weight 
of just 1,450 kilograms (3,190 pounds), the veneno is even 125 kilos 
(275 pounds) lighter than the already extremely lean Aventador. the 
highly beneficial power-to-weight ratio of 1.93 kg/hp (4,25 lbs/hp) 
guarantees a performance that is nothing short of mind-blowing. 
Even the stunning acceleration figure of 2,8 seconds cannot 
adequately describe it. Despite an aerodynamic setup configured 
for extreme downforce, the veneno possesses exceptionally low 
wind resistance which allows it to reach a top speed of 355 km/h 
(221 mph).

the twelve-cylinder with a displacement of 6.5 liters is a thrilling 
combination of absolute high-revving frenzy and phenomenal 
pulling power. Its output has been raised to 552 kW / 750 hp, facilitated 
through enlarged intake paths, optimized thermodynamics, a 
slightly higher rated rpm and an exhaust system with even lower 
back pressure. the ISR manual gearbox, permanent all-wheel drive 
and pushrod suspension have all been specifically adjusted to meet 
the demands of the veneno.

the Lamborghini veneno celebrated its first public appearance at 
the 2013 Geneva motor Show. the vehicle on show was the number 
0, the Lamborghini test vehicle. Its future has not been determined 
yet, but it will allow Lamborghini to continue its activity of testing 
and innovation, both on the road and on the race track. the trilogy 
made of three unique vehicles will be produced in the course of the 
year 2013 and handed over to their future owners.

Lamborghini veneno 
A racing prototype and road-going super sports car as a tribute to the 

50th anniversary of Automobili Lamborghini
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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars proudly presents the world debut of Wraith, the most powerful 
and dynamic Rolls-Royce in history. As the company highlights its attributes of luxury, 
refinement and hand-craftsmanship, this new model is described as an ultimate luxury car 
that presents a unique character defined by power, style and drama with just a hint of the 
noir.

“We launch the ultimate gentlemen’s gran turismo, a car that embodies the spirit of Charles 
Stewart Rolls,” commented torsten müller-Ötvös, CEo Rolls-Royce motor Cars. “the most powerful 
Rolls-Royce in history, Wraith promises the sense of adventure and speed that drove our founding 
forefather. But of course, Wraith’s starting point is luxury, refinement and quality, traits that remain 
as important to Rolls-Royce customers today as they were more than a century ago.”

Rolls-Royce Chairman and BmW Group board member Harald Krüger added the following: “the 
BmW Group today reconfirms its full commitment to the future of Rolls-Royce. Growth and a 
prosperous future lie ahead thanks to continued investment, careful brand stewardship and the 
launch of groundbreaking new models like Rolls-Royce Wraith, a magnificent addition to the 
product range.”

In profile, Wraith’s sweeping fastback design gives the car its unique character. Bold lines, tension 
in the panels and a raked rear screen evoke the image of a world class athlete poised in the starting 
blocks. Further expression of dynamic intent can be seen in Wraith’s deeply recessed grille, wide 
rear track and dramatic two-tone presentation.

Coach doors open to reveal a sumptuous 
interior complete with softest Phantom-
grade leathers and expanses of wood 
called Canadel Panelling. Named after 
the famous cove in the South of France 
where Sir Henry Royce and his design and 
engineering teams spent their winters, 
this contemporary and tactile finish 
sweeps through the interior, cosseting 
four occupants in a space bathed in light 
and warmth.

the interior ambiance is complemented 
by Starlight Headliner, a Bespoke feature 
available beyond Phantom family cars for 
the first time. Its 1,340 fibre optic lamps 
are hand-woven into the roof lining to 
give the impression of a glittering, starry 
night sky.

Performance delivers on the promise 
of Wraith’s styling. Power delivery is 
effortless, but dramatic, thanks to a v12 
engine married to 8-speed automatic 
ZF transmission. 624 bhp / 465kW is 
available to the driver while the 0-60 
mph sprint is achieved in 4.4 seconds, 
compared with 563 bhp / 420kW and 
0-60 in 4.7 seconds for Ghost.

From 1,500 rpm 800 Nm of torque is 
available (780 Nm for Ghost), while a 
wide rear track, shorter wheelbase and 
lower roof height further contribute to 
the most powerful, involving driving 
experience of any Rolls-Royce in history. 
the car’s suspension has also been tuned 
to minimise body roll and discreetly 
amplify feedback when cornering; while 
steering weight is heavier at high speeds 
and lighter at low speeds adding to the 
spirited drive.



However, Wraith is no Gt bruiser. Agility 
improvements have been achieved with absolutely 
no compromise to the sensation of riding on a 
bed of air. Furthermore, the debut of Satellite 
Aided transmission (SAt) technology takes the 
powertrain to a new level of effortless delivery, one 
that perfectly suits the Rolls-Royce brand.

Satellite Aided transmission uses GPS data to see 
beyond what the driver sees; it anticipates his next 
move based on location and current driving style, 
then selects the most appropriate gear for the 
terrain ahead. Corners, motorway junctions and 
roundabouts are all anticipated in advance meaning 
Wraith is constantly poised to deliver on its promise 
of performance.

A more polished, effortless driving experience 
and even better response brings a new, more 
dynamic dimension to the famous Rolls-Royce trait, 
waftability.

For over a century a Rolls-Royce motor car has 
featured technologies designed to support 
occupants discreetly, delivering a peerless driving 
experience epitomised by the term ‘effortlessness’. 
In every Rolls-Royce these assist the driver when 
called upon, but are prepared to return without fuss 
to the background when no longer required.

Advances in mechanical and electrical technology 
deliver systems like head-up display, adaptive 
headlights and Wraith’s keyless opening boot. 
But improvements in connectivity have taken 
the human-machine interface to a new level of 
sophistication, a suite of aids that could be likened 
to a contemporary on-board valet.

voice activation commands, for example, come 
with a one-touch call button located on the 
steering wheel. A destination no longer requires 
manual input from a navigation menu and route 
assistance begins immediately, on-screen and via 
audio guidance following a voice command such as 
“navigate to Piccadilly in London.”

Additional improvements in communications come 
in the design and functionality of the elegant Spirit 
of Ecstasy Rotary Controller. this allows navigation 
through on-screen functions using a touch pad 
that features pinch and pull functionality to echo 
smart phone usage. Letters can also be ‘drawn’ onto 
the pad by hand rather than by scrolling through a 
series of available characters on-screen.

In Europe, Wraith will be priced at c. €245k. 
Confirmation and further pricing details in all 
markets will be revealed later in the year.

First deliveries of Wraith will be made to customers 
in the final quarter of 2013
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the mINI John Cooper Works GP is the 
sportiest and fastest production model 
ever built under the nameplate of this 
British premium brand. With its 1.6-litre 
turbo engine, bespoke suspension and 
race car looks, this nifty world first is 
limited to just 2,000 units worldwide, 
with limited numbers available at mINI 
showrooms in the UAE, Kuwait and 
Qatar.

Extensively equipped with mINI John 
Cooper Works motor sport technology, 
this two-seater mINI boasts outstanding 
performance to match its sporty looks.  
Powered by an extensively modified 
four-cylinder turbo engine capable of 
developing 218 hp, with adjustable 
coilover suspension and an extra-
powerful sports brake system, this 
model is set to impress. And to top it 
all off the mINI John Cooper Works GP 
is one of the lightest sports cars in its 
class.

Boasting large front and rear aprons, 
striking side skirts and a bespoke roof 
spoiler, which is complemented by 
a newly developed rear diffuser, this 
model can only impress.

the ‘GP’ in the model’s title stands for 
Grand Prix, and with a record-breaking 
acceleration from 0-100 km/h in 6.3 
seconds, the new mINI John Cooper 
Works GP certainly lives up to its name.  
Its responsive power and excellent 
revving ability with its 1.6-litre four-
cylinder engine are reflected by dazzling 
racetrack performance figures. 

the exciting race car feel of the mINI 
John Cooper Works GP is enhanced 
by the interior ambience of the model 
which (partly due to the absence of a 
rear seats) is focused entirely on the 
needs of the driver and his passenger, 
who can savour the performance of the 
mINI John Cooper Works GP thanks to 
its Recaro sports seats with GP stitching. 
meanwhile, the mINI John Cooper 
Works thick-rimmed leather steering 
wheel and the gearshift knob with a 
chrome ring and red shift diagram help 
give the driver get connected with the 
car.

What is the brake 
horsepower rating on 

the Mclaren F1?
 

627hp. The Mclaren F1 
was once the fastest car 

in the world.
.
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FAStESt mINI ARRIvES IN tHE 
mIDDLE EASt
Introducing the mINI John Cooper Works GP - a limited edition 
model fit for the race track

Commenting on the arrival of the mINI 
John Cooper Works GP, Sarah Klippert, 
mINI manager, BmW Group middle East, 
said: “this is the most extreme mINI yet – 
more focused and aggressive than even 
the original mINI John Cooper Works GP 
of 2006. Not only will it offer customers 
a chance to own the fastest model in the 
mINI family, but it will also allow them to 
experience the unadulterated transfer of 
motor sport expertise into everyday driving 
excitement.”

A limited number of mINI John Cooper 
Works GP models are available at Abu 
Dhabi motors and AGmC now. the mINI 
John Cooper Works engine with optional 
automatic transmission is now available 
on all mINI models including the mINI 
Hatch, mINI Cabrio, mINI Clubman, mINI 
Countryman, mINI Coupé and mINI 
Roadster.





Looking every centimetre a road-legal racer, Kia’s new provo concept, unveiled at the 83rd 
Salon International De l’Auto in Geneva, mixes ultra-modern technology with a self-confident 
and agile look to deliver an exciting new B-segment car for enthusiasts.

the sleek, low, yet muscular coupe-style hatchback mixes a petrol-fuelled turbo-charged 
engine with clever regenerative-electric motors to bring a smart-hybrid solution to this fun-
focused concept that points to Kia motors’ future B-segment expansion plans.

this is a car designed for fun – pure and simple. Every curve, crease and line combines to bring 
provo to life with a single purpose – to delight and entrance its owner and to bring a smile to 
the driver’s face. the car is meant to be cheeky and cheerful in its compactness and to hint at 
the fun awaiting on the open road.

Created to deliver a new interpretation of the DNA from sporting coupes of the past with all 
the advantages of up-to-the-minute technology and materials, provo blends a clean, simple 
yet muscular exterior with a stunning interior treatment mixing high-tech and luxury materials 
that will set pulses racing whether on busy city streets or at the race-track.

From its steep leading edge featuring an aero-style splitter, carbon-fibre panels and tiny LED 
cluster front lights, over the long bonnet and sculpted flanks, visor-look windscreen to the 
sharply cut-off rear treatment (also featuring an aerodynamic splitter with an adjustable vent 
system to direct airflow), the provo looks every inch a purposeful performer.

Described by Gregory Guillaume, Chief Designer 
at Kia’s European styling base in Frankfurt, as “an 
emotional and muscular car aimed at delivering 
pure fun and performance for today’s city-based 
enthusiast driver who longs for the curves of the 
open road,” the Kia provo isn’t just a styling exercise. 
It combines a 1.6-litre turbo GDI engine producing 
204 ps with smart-4WD-hybrid technology from an 
electric motor delivering an additional power surge 
to the rear wheels when required and also allowing 
low-speed electric-only motion. A seven-speed DCt 
transmission – Kia’s first – completes the impressive 
technical package.

Guillaume went on: “this is entirely a car for European 
tastes and conditions. Designed purely at our Frankfurt 
studios the provo was conceived as a confident and 
single-minded statement of dynamism and energy 
to deliver a new sense of fun into the B-segment. 
the potent shaping displays a balanced and refined 
outline within a compact overall shape and the tiny 
front and rear overhangs enhance the balance within 
its proportions.”

Clearly a car from Kia, the compact provo which is 
3.88-metres long, 1.77-metres wide and 1.35-metres 
tall, introduces itself with a steep front nose and 
carbon fibre lower valance that immediately convey 
a sense of purpose.

Hidden behind a single piece of glass is the latest 
take on the Kia’s ‘tiger nose’ grille treatment linking 
straight into the Schreyer-inspired headlamp 
units that are made up of more than 850 tiny LEDs. 
the programmable LEDs can be used to provide 
daytime running lights, full beam or even race-style 
configurations – as well as more humorous and 
decorative displays to add to provo’s sense of fun!

this thin, sharp glass panel is echoed at the rear of 
provo’s body and separates a purposeful splitter-
style lower valance from the long, flat bonnet panel 
sculpted with twin creases to hint at but not slavishly 
copy the muscle cars of old.

A wrap-around front screen hides the A pillars and 
frameless doors, giving a visor-style appearance to 
the cabin glass with the clamshell-like roof floating 
above. this is divided at the rear by different colour 
sections rising up from the C-Pillars in an almost roll-
over bar appearance.

Colour is used on the provo to enhance the almost-
masculine stance with sharp points echoed 
throughout the design. High-intensity blood-orange 
accents contrast with the grey-green ‘Storm metal’ 
body colour to draw the eye to particular aspects 
of the structure and equipment, while carbon fibre 
surfaces interplay with traditional materials and 
high-gloss or anodised aluminium to strengthen the 
connection to the track cars that inspired provo.

Planting provo firmly in touch with the road are 
distinctive 225/40 19-inch milled-alloy wheels with 
a traditional ‘cast’ look fixed by single centre nuts 
finished in anodised blood-orange. And with just a 
2.53-metre wheelbase, exciting handling and road-
holding is guaranteed.

Backing up those performance credentials, provo 
utilises an ingenious Smart 4WD Hybrid power train. 
the four cylinder turbocharged 1.6-litre GDI (gasoline 
direct injection) engine is tuned to deliver is 204 ps 
rapidly and progressively allowing provo to deliver 
an injection of speed and performance often absent 
from the more functional B-segment mainstream.www.tirespartsmag.com l  26



But, this potent internal combustion engine also benefits 
from a regenerative-powered electric motor driving the 
rear wheels either automatically when required during 
cornering and in strong acceleration – giving a power 
boost of as much as 45 ps – or in a button-activated creep-
mode at low speeds to avoid emissions in city traffic 
or when ‘stealth’ is required. the regenerative system 
captures its power during braking when in normal use.

moving inside, the Kia Europe Design team was able to 
let imaginations run free although in typical Kia fashion 
it delivers clear functionality with exuberant style – 
essential if provo is to go into production at some point 
in the future.

Guillaume commented: “the interior is very, very black 
– as we believe it should be to allow drivers to focus on 
the experience. But we have also looked to make the 
functional aspects of the car fit the modern demands of 
today’s motorists.”

opening the two side doors – via flush-fitting push-up 
electronic handles that operate with a satisfying electric 
click – reveals that the polished aluminium panels 
featured in the external sculpted flanks extend to create 
a relatively high-level two-step sill into the car – cut-away 
at the leading edge to allow easier ingress and exit.

the next surprise is the door construction itself – the doors 
are made from three individual panels – the outer panel, 
a carbon-fibre inner panel and a neoprene-covered inner 
section that also features the Storm metal body colour. 
the inner door releases are reassuringly solid polished 
aluminium.

the dashboard is made from a single expanse of carbon 
fibre, but does not extend down to the floor – deliberately 
– in order to keep the footwells clear and uncluttered 
except for polished aluminium footrests and pedals.

Echoing the sculpted flanks of the provo, the dashboard 
has a business-like main binnacle containing large 
analogue dials on a digital display and a smaller central 
display of other minor gauges, but because the display 
is digital it can be programmed to offer a selection of 
functions. Set on the centre tunnel are two control hubs 
– the engine stop-start button and drive selector for 
the seven-speed DCt transmission and a multi-media 
Interface control.

this latter control allows the driver to select a variety 
of screen displays – as well as controlling infotainment 
functions. In ‘normal’ mode the driver sees a speedometer, 
rev counter and sat-nav route instructions. In ‘cruise’ the 
display is centred on a large scale map, route instructions 
and a speedometer, while in ‘track’ mode the display 
features just a large rev counter, a track-map and a lap-
timer. there is also a full ‘entertainment’ mode allowing 
visuals of music, radio and other information.

the centre-mounted display provides appropriate gauges 
to the mode with a series of aluminium toggle switches 
set underneath – including an anodised blood-orange 
toggle for the hazard warning lights.

modern materials allow the front seat construction to be 
made from a single wave-like panel running from one 
door sill to the other – covered in quilted leather. the seat 
backrests are cleverly mounted on a rotating aluminium 
track so that instead of folding forward, they spin into 
the centre of the vehicle allowing easy access to the 
admittedly occasional-use rear seats.

Guillaume commented: “the whole interior concept 
was designed around not having a big centre console, 
but instead using latest technology to provide excellent 
functionality in a clean, clear and attractive manner.

“By using a DCt gearbox we were able to get rid of the floor-mounted gear-shift and use 
paddles behind the steering wheel, which has blood-orange stitching and a race style 
straight-ahead indicator, allowing us to use the floor space for other controls resulting in a 
much tidier environment. And because the seats are fixed we have full electric adjustment 
for the pedal box and steering column – further simplifying the interior and giving a perfect-
fit for any driver.”

Completing the moody cockpit feel are tiny red LEDs set in the multi-layered doors, in 
the air vents and also in roof to give a low-glow ambient illumination. the roof panel also 
incorporates aluminium window toggle controls.

Whilst no specific production schedule for provo is on the calendar, the arrival later this 
summer of the new Kia pro_cee’d Gt makes it clear that the company remains committed to 
delivering desirable, dynamic and stunningly attractive vehicles that will deliver affordable 
enjoyment to real, everyday motorists. the provo could be just such a car.
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Vredestein has taken a new step in the 
provision of bespoke individualized 
solutions, and in doing so has carved 
out a unique new position in the 
market.
Car manufacturers and other vredestein partners 
such as Hamann and Carlsson can now have the 
brand logo of their choice vulcanized on the 
side of tires such as the Ultrac vorti and Ultrac 
vorti R. Building on the signature of legendary 
top designer Giugiaro, this new option will give 
shape to the Premium Styling by vredestein 
concept in a completely new way.

Authenticity, distinctiveness and uniqueness are in the DNA of the Premium Styling 
by vredestein philosophy. this is clearly reflected in the design of the tires, which 
is jointly created with the Italian studios of Giugiaro. In addition to being beautiful 
to look at, vredestein’s tires are designed to guarantee the best possible driving 
performance for cars.
In an industry where mass production is the rule, vredestein sets itself apart by 
allowing its partners to add a personal touch in the area of premium styling. the 
best example is the possibility to add their brand logo on the sidewalls of the tires. 
this new degree of customisation reflects vredestein’s strong drive for perfection in 
a subtle, tasteful way.

Premiere for Hamann-Motorsport in Geneva
this unique form of personalisation will have its debut at the Geneva motor Show 
2013, where Hamann’s BmW m5 and m6 will steal the show with the new vredestein 
Ultrac vorti R featuring Hamann’s own brand logo. moreover, these tires were 
developed at the request of Hamann for the extremely powerful, very fast m5 and 
m6, allowing vredestein to demonstrate its technical prowess too.

Endless possibilities
In addition to cooperation with its current partners, vredestein sees unprecedented 
opportunities for carmakers that bring promotional models to the market via co-
branding. A good example is Fiat’s recent partnering with the fashion brand Gucci, 
expressed in details such as special badges, interior accents, striping and light alloy 
wheels, which give the cars a highly individual character. And, thanks to vredestein, 
the Gucci logo can now even decorate the sidewalls of the tires!

Premium Styling by Vredestein
Premium Styling by vredestein is the concept by which vredestein focuses on the 
market for Ultra High Performance tires within the automotive premium segment. 
Giugiaro takes care of the design, while vredestein’s engineers ensure high-quality 
technology. vredestein’s partnership with a number of world famous car stylers – 
currently including Carlsson, Hamann-motorsport, Lumma Design, Gemballa and 
HRE – is an important link in this approach. these partners fit vredestein tires on cars 
by BmW, mercedes-Benz, Porsche, Range Rover, Ferrari, Jaguar and Aston martin.

moDern chic DesiGn by 
VreDesTein





MICHELIN is innovating to 
contribute to the energy 
efficiency of Citroën’s Hybrid 
Air demonstrator

PSA Peugeot Citroën’s Hybrid Air 
powertrain is innovative and highly 
fuel efficient, and michelin’s tires have 
been specifically designed to deliver the 
same levels of innovation and superior 
performance.
4.3 grams per kilometer and 0.18 liter 
per 100 kilometers, such are the benefits 
brought by the tires to the energy 
efficiency of the car.
the French carmaker has announced that 
the Hybrid Air demonstrator consumes 
2.9 liters of fuel per 100 kilometers, with 
carbon dioxide emissions capped at 68 
grams per kilometer. By comparison, 
the Citroën C3, at the same power, uses 
4.5 liters of fuel for 100 kilometers and 
emits 104 grams of carbon dioxide per 
kilometer. Fuel consumption is reduced 
by 1.6 liters per 100 kilometers, and 
carbon dioxide emissions are cut by 
35 grams. on the Hybrid Air prototype, 
michelin’s new tires reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by 4.3 grams per 
kilometer and fuel consumption by 0.18 
liters per 100 kilometers.
michelin tires deliver superior 
performance in areas that are hard to 
reconcile. First and foremost, they vastly 
improve safety and mileage while also 
reducing fuel consumption.
“tall & Narrow”, two words which 
describe this innovating and very 
effective architecture of the tires.

to deliver this performance, michelin research 
teams developed a tire with new dimensions 
(165/50 R18). the choice of a narrow tire with a large 
diameter makes it possible to improve performance 
simultaneously in different areas. the vehicle’s 
energy efficiency is enhanced thanks to the tire’s 
lower rolling resistance and better aerodynamics 
; at the same time, aquaplaning resistance is also 
improved due to the more pronounced “ship bow” 
effect for narrow tires with a wide diameter. the 
bigger diameter also enhances comfort by more 
effectively absorbing irregularities in the road 
surface. In addition, the tire’s narrower, longer 
contact patch reduces noise.
1.7kg of weight saving brought by each pneumatic 
tire. 
michelin has also put a lot of work into reducing 
tire mass, achieving a reduction of 1.7 kilograms 
per tire, or 6.8 kilograms for the whole vehicle. 
this last optimization allows the new Hybrid Air 
technology to fulfill its fuel saving potential.
the new michelin tire contributes to the vehicle’s 
modern, enhanced design. michelin research and 
development teams innovated in several areas. 
tire sizes and structure, the materials used and the 
tread design were all reworked so that the michelin 
prototype tire provides Citroën’s Hybrid Air 
demonstrator with outstanding energy efficiency 
as well as safety and comfort.
the new michelin tire contributes to the vehicle’s 
modern, innovative design. michelin research and 
development teams innovated in several areas. 
tire sizes and structure, the materials used and the 
tread design were all reworked so that the michelin 
prototype tire provides Citroën’s Hybrid Air 
demonstrator with outstanding energy efficiency 
as well as safety and comfort.
these new technologies could progressively be 
integrated into series-produced michelin tires in 
the coming years.

Bridgestone 
is the official 
tire of Dubai 
International 
Motor Show 
2013

Bridgestone announced last 
month  that their brand will 
be the official tire of Dubai 
International motor Show 
2013. the world’s largest tire 
and Rubber Company signed 
a sponsorship deal with 
Dubai World trade Centre , 
the organizers of the largest 
automotive event in the middle 
East. the Dubai International 
motor Show will take place from 
5th till 9th November 2013 at 
the Dubai World trade Centre . 
“We are proud to be the official 
tire of the most important and 
largest show in the motoring 
industry in the middle East and 
Africa region; as the leading 
tire company in the region 
and globally, there couldn’t be 
a better fit for us,” commented 
Shoichi Sakuma, President of 
Bridgestone middle East and 
Africa . the show will not only 
showcase Bridgestone range 
of tires, but also Bridgestone ‘s 
new and latest technological 
innovations. 
the decision of sponsoring the 
Dubai International motor Show 
is one of the new significant 
actions that Bridgestone 
is taking to support the 
development of the motoring 
market across the middle East 
and Africa and to reconfirm its 
deep and long commitment to 
the region. 
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the first toyo Premium Auto Centre is 
operated by Hock tire Services & Batteries 
Co., Ltd. Facility occupies about 7000 sq 
ft (650 sq m) floor space and is one of the 
most modern tire retail shops in malaysia. 
It boasts of a modern air-conditioned 
showroom for customers to relax while 
their vehicles are attended to, and the 
facility has 12 service bays.

the toyo Premium Auto Centre is fully-
equipped with the latest state-of-the-art 
automotive equipment to provide a wide 
range of automotive services including 
wheel alignment, tire balancing, engine 
tuning, suspension, shock absorbers, 
rims, batteries etc. It also offers the 
most comprehensive range of toyo high 
performance & ultra-high performance, 
mPv, SUv/4 x 4 tires. It is backed by a 
team of knowledgeable and well trained 
mechanics & tire specialists to meet the 
most demanding needs of customers. 

ttm is tire manufacturing and marketing 
subsidiary company in malaysia, pursuing 
an aggressive retail marketing strategy to 
expand its distribution network nationwide 
to meet the increasing demand for HP & 
UHP tires.

Two animated product films by the tire 
manufacturer were distinguished for 
their sophisticated design and creative 
approach in consumer communication. 
They stand out for their emotional ease 
and sophisticated imagery and design 
language that succeeds to effectively 
explain complex tire technology to 
consumers.

Premium tire manufacturer Hankook has 
been awarded two iF Design Awards for 
their animated product films ventus S1 
evo2 motion Graphic Brochure and Eco 
motion Graphic Brochure. Both have both 
been awarded the 2013 iF Design Award in 
the category “communication”. the motion 
graphic brochures were distinguished for 
their sophisticated design and creativity 
as well as the emotional ease with 

which complex technical matters are effortlessly 
communicated and explained to consumers. this 
marks the third time, following 2009 and 2011, that 
Hankook receives the internationally recognized 
quality label for excellent design.

Hankook’s ventus S1 evo2 motion Graphic 
Brochure depicts a sports car, driving on the ventus 
S1 evo2’s tread design. Demonstrating the tyres 
superior handling and braking characteristics, it 
allows the spectator to experience the dynamic 
sensation arising from the excellent and safe 
driving performance of the company’s ultra-
high-performance tire. the jury was particularly 
impressed by the futuristic and sporty design 
language of the online product brochure.

Also the Eco motion Graphic Brochure which 
strikingly depicts the superior quality and 
environmental friendliness of the Hankook tires 
Kinergy eco and Enfren eco captured the jury’s 

attention. Using a tire made of paper, this 
motion graphic brochure emphasizes 
the low rolling resistance, high energy 
efficiency and excellent wet braking 
performance of Hankook’s eco-friendly 
products as well as the company’s 
efforts to protect the environment.

“In 2009, Hankook tire was the first 
company ever in the tire industry that 
has been honored with the iF Design 
Awards.” says Hee-Se Ahn, vice President 
marketing and Sales Hankook tire 
Europe. “Since then Hankook’s design 
capabilities have repeatedly been 
distinguished with international awards, 
including the Red Dot Design Awards 
and the International Design Excellence 
Awards (IDEA). they give impressive 
proof of our innovation excellence and 
leadership in the areas of design and 
technology. We are more than happy 
to have received two of the renowned 
iF Design Awards this year and will 
pursue our marketing efforts to explain 
our innovations in effective and creative 
ways to our customers.”

At Hankook, motion graphic brochures 
are designed and created as an effective 
communication video material, 
containing technical tire information 
provided in an easy-to-understand 
fashion with a storytelling approach. 
this online communication material 
is developed in line with the current 
environmentally-friendly trend to 
reduce print brochures, hence saving 
the paper and resources.

hankook Tire’s motion Graphic 
brochures honored with the iF 

Design Awards 2013
Hankook receives two iF Design Awards in the award 
category “communication” for its innovative design 

capabilities.
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ADAC has published the results of the 
summer tire test that they conducted 
together with Stiftung Warentest, 
the Austrian ÖAmtC and the Swiss 
tCS. out of the 19 tested products, 
ContiSportContact 5 took first place, 
together with a competitor, in the 225/45 
R 17 range, which is currently used not 
only in sports cars but also in compact 
and medium-class cars. the test editors 
certified the “excellent balance with 
top marks for humidity as well as good 
properties on dry roads and low fuel 
consumption” displayed by the tires 
developed in Hanover. Stiftung Warentest 
recommends ContiSportContact 5 as 
“one of the best tires” and tCS further 
described it as “good for all safety-
relevant disciplines”. A Skoda octavia was 
the test vehicle.

In the small car range 185/60 R 15, 
ContiPremiumContact 5 bagged second 
place. It was confirmed that it has 
“excellent balance, optimum properties 
for wet and dry roads as well as low wear 
and tear”. moreover, tCS added that 
ContiPremiumContact 5 is also “good for 
all disciplines”. Here, the test vehicle was 
a vW Polo.

the ZE914 EcoRun is the latest edition to the ZIEX family of tires, 
and Falken’s first Passenger Car tire under the EcoRun badge. 
the EcoRun badge is reserved for Falken tires developed with 
optimized fuel efficiency. tests have shown the ZIEX ZE914 
EcoRun has 20% less rolling resistance than the ZIEX ZE912.

“As a Summer Eco tire, the ZIEX ZE914 EcoRun strikes a perfect 
balance of fuel efficiency without compromising performance.” 
says Andrew Hoit, vP of marketing at Falken tire. “this tire is great 
for people who want to increase their fuel efficiency without 
sacrificing dry traction performance.”

technology that can be found in the Ziex ZE914 EcoRun include:

Falken’s PCR LRR (Low Rolling Resistance) Compound technology 
is engineered to maximize fuel efficiency. the PCR LRR compound 
allows the tire to roll using less energy than a conventional tire 
would in the same distance. this translates into savings at the gas 
pump, as the tire requires less fuel to maintain it’s momentum.

A Silica Enriched Compound along with 4 circumferential grooves 
and an asymmetric tread pattern allows for hydroplane resistance 
for maximum wet traction.

optimized Slot and Sipe placement maintains tread block rigidity 
in some places, while providing softness in others . In essence, 
the tread is designed for optimal comfort and handling.

“Falken is excited to enter a new segment.” says Robert Chew, 
Brand manager at Falken tire. “the ZE914 EcoRun is ideal for 
hybrid/electric vehicles as well as conventional compact cars. 
Popular fitments include the toyota Prius as well as the Chevrolet 
Cruze.”

the ZIEX ZE914 EcoRun is available now in 14 sizes ranging from 
185/65R15 to 225/40R18.
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Apollo tires has worked ceaselessly to expand its 
footprint in Europe over the last one year. Starting 
with a dedicated R&D Centre for passenger vehicle 
tires in the Netherlands, to new product launches, the 
company aimed at further enhancing its portfolio to 
match customer needs and expectations. Apollo tires is 
focusing its efforts towards nurturing a positive brand 
sentiment in the challenging European market.  At the 
Apollo tires’ pavilion , Hall 1 Stall 1230 during the recent 
Geneva motor Show, two new products Apollo Alnac 
4G and vredestein Ultrac vorti R were launched.

Apollo Alnac 4G 

this new tire is specially designed for compact and 
mid‐size car segments, which will be available in v and 
H speed ratings. this tire is the second 4th Generation 
product by Apollo. Last year at the Geneva motor Show, 
Apollo introduced Aspire 4G, which has been very well 
received by the market.

the Apollo Alnac 4G is a summer tire with an 
asymmetrical tread that performs well in all weather 
conditions.

the wide outer shoulder ensures good handling on dry 
surfaces, while the wide circumferential grooves and 
high air ratio of the tread increases the aquaplaning 
reserves. the Alnac 4G’s high silica compound 
optimizes grip on wet roads. A central rib with extra 
grooves gives additional flexibility, reducing the tire’s 
rolling resistance and providing for an exceptionally 
even pressure   distribution. the tire has excellent label 
values for all the 29 sizes being launched in Phase 1. A 
wet grip label of B, rolling resistance of C and noise at 
69 db with 2 waves, makes it an excellent option for the 
consumer.

Vredestein Ultrac Vorti R 

this is the latest ultra high performance tire from Apollo 
vredestein, with an increased focus on grip and sportiness, 
all within a distinctive size range. the new tire has been 
developed in close cooperation with the Italian design house, 
Giugiaro. Its tread is sleek asymmetrical, with carbon accents 
on the sidewall and the tread creating a unique design.     

 the Ultrac vorti R has a Y speed rating, making it well suited 
for speeds above 186 mph. the Ultrac vorti R is the ideal choice 
for real sports cars that require the ultimate performance from 
their tires, such as the Porsche 911, Lamborghini Gallardo or 
Audi R8.

the tread of the Ultrac vorti R is broader whereas the contour 
of the tire is flat. this creates an extra‐wide contact surface 
and results in superior grip, handling and stability, especially 
in bends and at high speeds. the large tread blocks on the 
outer shoulder provides the tire with an even greater sideway 
grip. to maintain high grip levels for longer periods, the tread 
compound of Ultrac vorti R contains multiple resins that get 
activated at different temperatures for optimal performance 
throughout.

the adjusted belt angle and lower air ratio of Ultrac vorti R 
ensures that a larger part of the tread comes into contact with 
the road surface resulting in an enhanced grip of the tyre on 
the road. the extra groove in the central rib also provides more 
cooling to maintain this high level of traction. As a result, the 
tire is safe and reliable at increased speeds.
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Leading Tire manufacturer, Kumho Tires has brought its new 
premium Tire store concept to the New South Wales South Coast 
with the opening of the Kumho Platinum dealer Moruya Tires.
Kumho’s newest platinum dealer outlet comes following the launch of the concept in Newcastle, 
in october 2011 bringing a higher level of customer service and facilities with Kumho branding, 
assuring tire buyers of professional service and advice.

the Kumho platinum dealer concept has been designed to showcase the innovation and 
reputation of Kumho and to market the full range of Kumho tires to consumers demanding 
superior service and facilities.

According to Kumho Australia, National trade manager, Glenn Pearse, moruya tires was selected 
as a Kumho Platinum outlet because of the company’s professionalism, its commitment to 
Kumho and its strong track records of customer service.

“moruya tires has shown that it is committed to providing the highest level of customer service 
and to raising the standard of presentation and facilities at its tire outlet,” said Glenn.

“moruya tires is a very professional retailer offering, customer friendly facilities and well trained 
staff who deliver great service.”

“the South Coast has been a very important market for Kumho over the past 30 years so it is 
appropriate that we establish our platinum concept there.”

“I am pleased to congratulate Robert 
motbey and his team on the great job 
they have done in bringing the concept to 
reality,” Glenn added.

According to owner of moruya tires, Robert 
motbey, the chance to establish the moruya 
Kumho Platinum Store is a real honor and 
will help expand the awareness of Kumho’s 
range of quality tires.

“We are very committed to Kumho because 
we believe they offer the best quality and 
price equation on the Australian tire market 
and our customers who keep coming 
back for Kumho clearly agree,” said Robert 
motbey.

moruya tires is an independent tire and 
automotive shop which operates its Kumho 
Platinum store at 68 Princes Highway, 
moruya with features including off street 
parking and family friendly waiting areas, 
which include tv along with tea and coffee 
facilities.

As well as tire and wheel packages moruya 
tires also offers log book servicing, 
suspension and brake repairs, battery 
replacements and is authorized to carry out 
rego checks.

Kumho will be rolling the Platinum Store 
concept out across the country selecting the 
most committed and professional dealers 
to ensure the Kumho Platinum concept 
represents the best service and facilities in 
the retail tire market.

Kumho is a key sponsor of the mcGrath 
Foundation and stages Pink Fitters Day 
each year to raise money for the charity 
with moruya tires, proudly embracing 
the concept and playing a key role in that 
particular day. As a part of the promotion of 
the mcGrath Foundation, Kumho is offering 
a special deal to all customers buying four 
new ultra high performance or SUv tires 
receiving a free mcGrath Foundation beach 
towel, making it all the more reason to visit 
moruya tires.
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technology enables tires to remain inflated at optimum pressure 
without the need for external pumps

Goodyear showcases award 
winning AmT tire technology at 
Geneva 2013

the days of manually checking tire 
pressure could be a thing of the past 
thanks to an innovation from Goodyear, 
which was first publicly displayed at 
the Geneva motorshow in 2012.  Since 
then it has gone on to win several 
awards, including the recognition by 
tImE magazine as one of the 25 best 
inventions of 2012. 
visitors of the Geneva International 
motor Show witnessed  how tires could 
remain inflated at the optimum pressure 
without the need for any external pumps, 
electronics or driver intervention leading 
to a reduction in fuel consumption and 
Co2 emissions. 
Amt will help ensure the optimum tire 
pressure is maintained and as a result 
could mean substantial savings at the 
fuel pump because under inflated tires 
result in between a 2.5 percent and 
3.3 percent decrease in fuel economy, 
according to government and industry 
research.
Properly inflated tires are also necessary 
to keep the vehicle’s handling 
performance at optimal levels. Under-
inflation means less evenly distributed 
pressure on the road. 
“Consumers often overlook the 
importance of keeping tires properly 
inflated. Amt will enhance driving 
performance, and have a positive impact 
on many areas, including improved fuel 
efficiency, extended tire life and reduced 
emissions. We are looking forward to 
bringing this innovative new solution to 
market,” commented mitchell Peeters, 
General manager Goodyear middle East 
and Africa.

Expanding its strategy to 
provide farmers with tires that 
improve farming efficiency, 
Firestone has launched the 
Performer Row Crop series.
the new tires are designed to 
provide maximum efficiency 
in the field and on the raod 
through their high load-
carrying capacity and high 
speed index, thereby enabling 
farmers to use large tanks 
and save time in spraying 
operations.

“Firestone concentrates on solutions 
that give farmers a more efficient and 
sustainable way of working, through 
savings in fuel consumption and working 
time” says Harald van ooteghem, Senior 
manager marketing Planning, Bridgestone 
Europe.
Firestone has carried this field efficiency 
through to the road, designing the new 
tires with a high speed index.  Combined 
with the Dual Angle Lug drive pattern, 
Performer Row Crop tires allow farmers 
to drive fast in all ground conditions, 
resulting in further savings. the tires also 
demonstrate excellent accuracy, providing 
good ride comfort and steering response, 
even at these higher speeds.
on display for the first time at the SImA 
2013 International Agri-Business Show 
is the Performer 270/95R48 Row Crop 
tyre. In order to meet all farmers’ sprayer 
needs, Firestone will expand the size line-
up of Performer 85-90-95 series in the near 
future.
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Goodyear middle East & Africa have bagged 
an award for ‘Best Use of outdoor’ media 
at mENA Cristal awards. the campaign 
focused on making drivers aware that 
tire temperatures can be significantly 
higher then ambient temperatures on 
weather forecasts by developing a live 
digital temperature feed on an outdoor 
billboard. 

the outdoor campaign in April 2012 
educated drivers on the ‘road temperatures’ 
on the Sheikh Zayed Road Highway in 
Dubai, UAE where approximately 500,000 
people commute daily. Road temperatures 
can affect tires severely especially during 
the summer where surface temperatures 
can be much higher than those 
forecasted.

Along with an awareness campaign that 
that was implemented, the Goodyear 
middle East team went to great lengths 
to ensure that their latest Eagle F1 
Asymmetric 2 high performance and 
Efficient Grip SUv tires had been diligently 
hot weather tested.

“We have always strived for better safety 
through innovation using the technologies 
we employ in developing our tires,” 
commented Ersin ozkan, marketing 
Director at Goodyear middle East. “But that 

is not enough; drivers need to be aware of the condition of their tires during hot summer 
months, and this is what our winning campaign focused on – giving them live information on 
what is happening on the roads.”

the mENA Cristal Festival 2013 saw both international and regional brands and agencies 
come together from North African and middle Eastern countries. the event rewarded the best 
advertising creations with the famous ‘Cristal’ trophy, which is synonymous with the Cristal 
Festival in Switzerland.
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Delivering superior performance is engrained in the genetic 
code of the AmG brand. It’s also the mission assigned to 
the new mICHELIN Pilot Sport Cup 2 tires, which will equip 
all new mercedes-Benz SLS AmG Coupé Black Series cars. 
this achievement by the automobile manufacturer and the 
tiremaker is the result of close cooperation that enabled them 
to complete the project. more importantly, it demonstrated 
their shared commitment to superior performance.

mercedes-AmG set demanding criteria for the tires that will 
equip its supersport model, and the new mICHELIN Pilot Sport 
Cup 2 tire complies fully with the carmaker’s specifications. the 
new range delivers the total performance required by the auto 
manufacturer and is the only tire to display mercedes-AmG´s - 
own certification markings for the new SLS AmG Coupé Black 
Series. operating in perfect harmony with the car, the tires are 
capable of providing:- Continuous precision steering, whether 
the driver is taking to the track with cold tires or leaving it with 
heated tires.

- Agility and enhanced responsiveness that enable drivers to 
get the most out of the model’s sporty engine and chassis.

- maximum grip, for faster lap times.

- Exceptional heat resistance to ensure consistent performance 
lap after lap.

- Adherence, balance and stability on wet surfaces for carefree 
driving, even when weather conditions worsen.

Delivering performance in these areas is the result of a co-
development project involving teams from the michelin 
technology Center and engineers from the Stuttgart-based 
car manufacturer. the project can be summed up with the 
following figures:

- over 100 dynamic evaluations and test sessions conducted 
on tracks in Northern and Southern Europe – in Italy, at the 
michelin technology Center in Ladoux and on the Nürburgring 
circuit.

- 1,800 prototype and special series tires.

- 800 pre-series tires.

- Up to 315 km/h which is the speed obtained with the tires, in 
safe driving conditions.
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Bridgestone Corporation announced the successful 
development of its new “Large & Narrow concept tire” last 
month.  the concept tire represents a new category of tire that 
is narrower and features a larger diameter than conventional 
tires. It was created as a new environmental technology to 
enable tires to help realize a sustainable society.

the Large & Narrow concept tire technology helps vehicles 
achieve improved fuel efficiency, thereby contributing to 
reductions in Co2 emissions. moreover, the air pressure within 
these tires is higher than conventional tires, and the design 
includes new pattern technology and compounds designed 
specifically for use in these tires. the new brand of innovative 
technology employed in the Large & Narrow concept tire 
enables it to realize significantly lower levels of rolling resistance 
and substantially higher levels of wet grip performance.

the Company is advancing development of this technology with 
plans to quickly put it into practical use. Possible applications 
include use of the technology in a new category of tires to be 
incorporated into Bridgestone’s ECoPIA line of fuel-efficient 
tires. this new tire technology may be introduced as original 
equipment on next-generation automobiles or other vehicles.

the Large & Narrow concept tire was displayed at Bridgestone’s 
booth at the 83rd International motor Show - Salon de l’auto de 
Genève held last month.

As the world’s leading tire manufacturer, the Bridgestone Group 
is working towards 100% sustainable material usage and reduced 
Co2 emissions through improved fuel efficiency. We believe 
that this will make it will possible for us to continue providing 
world class tire products that are also sustainable from both a 
business perspective and environmental perspective. Going 
forward, the Group will push ahead with the development 
of various technologies geared toward contributing to the 
realization of a sustainable society.

Large and Narrow Concept tire

(tire size: 155/55R19)

Characteristics of the New Technology

1. Environmental Performance

By giving tires a larger vertical diameter and increasing their internal air 
pressure, it is possible to greatly limit changes in the shape of the contact 
patch, the section of the tire that comes in contact with the ground. Further, 
by optimizing the structure of tires created using this technology and using 
the most appropriate materials, we achieved a rolling resistance coefficient 
that is approximately 30% lower than conventional sized tires (175/65R15).  
moreover, making tires narrower reduces air resistance, a major factor that 
needs to be considered when working to improve fuel efficiency. Due to these 
features, tires that employ this new technology are able to boast levels of fuel 
efficiency exceeding those of the fuel-efficient tires Bridgestone has already 
put on the market.

2. Safety

the narrower size of tires made with this technology helps reduce the pressure 
placed on the tires by water present on roads when driving during rain or 
under other wet conditions. In addition, the tires have been specially designed 
to have a longer contact patch and higher contact pressure, which helps these 
tires prevent water from accumulating between the tire and the road. these 
features combined with the benefits of the tires’ newly developed, specialized 
patterns and compounds enable the tires to achieve an improvement in wet 
grip performance of approximately 8% in comparison to conventional tires, 
thereby enhancing safety.

Reference

the development of the Large & Narrow concept tire is one of Bridgestone’s 
initiatives to achieve the goal of “contribute to globally agreed target (50% 
reduction in Co2 emissions)” defined for the Group’s efforts toward “reducing 
Co2 emissions” in its long-term environmental vision.



At its annual “Partners Day,” 
Hankook tire America Corp. 

execs recapped the company’s 
recent successes and revealed 

plans to build upon those 
accomplishments in the 

coming years.

At its annual “Partners Day,” held last month at 
the Ritz Carlton in Cancun, mexico, Hankook 
tire America Corp. executives recapped the 
company’s recent successes and revealed 
plans to build upon those accomplishments 
in the coming years.

Also at the meeting, newly appointed 
Hankook tire America President Byeong Jin 
Lee, as well as Jeong Ho Park, senior vice 
president/marketing, were introduced to 
dealers for the first time.

over the past seven years, Hankook tire 
America has seen a 13% average sales growth 
– a feat attributed to product quality, increased 
brand awareness, added oE fitments and an 
above-average capacity expansion of 5% to 
6% per year, according to Hyun Bum Cho, the 
chief marketing officer for Hankook’s parent 
company, Hankook tire Co. Ltd.

Cho told key dealers and distributors present 
at the meeting that the tiremaker aims to 
increase its current 5% U.S. market share to 
between 12% and 15%.

New York Yankee great Chris Chambliss was 
the keynote speaker at the event; he stressed 
the value and positive resolves of teamwork.

Coming off 2012, which brought Hankook 
tire America a 20% sales increase to $1.2 
billion, Shawn Denlein, senior vice president 
of sales, outlined the company’s growth goals 
for 2013:

• Making a decision regarding a U.S. plant 
(Cho noted that the firm is 80% certain  that 
it will build a U.S. plant and the site selection 
is still under way)

• Making enhancements to the company’s 
“one” dealer program

• Increasing U.S. market share to 5.4%

• Increasing sales to $1.4 billion

Pirelli is introducing ‘autographed’ original equipment tires for prestige cars: 
tires with unique markings on the sidewall, which indicate that the rubber 
has been specifically developed to suit each manufacturer. these tires have 
been homologated to cater for the individual needs of each model, so 
that it also becomes the default choice for aftermarket replacement. this 
innovation has been backed by the world’s car manufacturers, who have an 
increasing demand for exclusive and technically advanced tires developed 
in collaboration with Pirelli’s engineers. Some of the well-known cars to 
use Pirelli’s bespoke tires include models from Aston martin, Audi, Bentley, 
BmW, Ferrari, Lamborghini, mercedes and Porsche, as well as some of the 
most eagerly anticipated cars at the Geneva show, such as mcLaren’s new 
P1, the new Ferrari Enzo and the new maserati Quattroporte. 

 

PIRELLI P ZERo AND CINtURAto WItH BESPoKE mARKINGS 

 Pirelli’s benchmark tire for development work with leading car makers is 
the P Zero family (P Zero and P Zero Corsa) – Pirelli’s Ultra High Performance 
range that is considered to be the world leader in the prestige sector thanks 
to its high technological content. P Zero was launched by Pirelli in 2007 
and has continuously evolved in subsequent years thanks to technical 
partnerships with the world’s leading automotive constructors, who have 
chosen it to equip their most powerful and prestigious models. the new P 
Zero tires that have been developed in collaboration with manufacturers 
are distinguished by a unique marking on the sidewall dedicated to each 
car company, next to the Pirelli logo. 

Hankook Shares 
Goals, New 
Products at 

Dealer Meeting
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In order to meet the requirements of the fast-growing Chinese car and tire market, the Korean 
manufacturer Nexen tire increases production at its Chinese plant in Qingdao from eight to 
ten million units, this year. In addition, innovations are also planned at the local research and 
development centre, together with more intensive regional marketing.

Plans were announced at the end of January on the occasion of the “2013 Nexen tire Annual 
Awards” in the province of Yunnan, China. At the prize presentation held during the three-day 
dealer conference, awards were presented to Chinese tire dealers with outstanding performance 
and high sales growth in the past year. 

Around 100 dealers all over China were told by Nexen tire of the manufacturer’s plans further to 
expand in China with market-oriented and customer-specific products, as well as an extended 
dealer network; these plans were heralded by the establishment of a new sales branch in 
Shanghai – the Shanghai Nexen tire Sales Co., Ltd. this was officially opened in January 2012. 

Park Kang-Cheol, President of Nexen tire 
Shanghai, summarizes the plans as follows: 
“Nexen will continue to do well in China 
with its high-quality products and strong 
competitiveness, supporting the business 
activities  of its local partners”. 

Nexen Tire’s Qingdao factory, China

the factory’s foundations in Qingdao (China), in 
the Shandong province, were laid in may 2006 
after five years’ planning. tires for both cars and 
light commercial vehicles have been produced 
there since January 2008. 

An ultra-modern research and development 
centre, based at the 1,653sq/km site, has been 
built in addition to the production stations. the 
1,600 production workers are mainly local.

Nexen exported 70 per cent of the Qingdao 
production to more than 120 different countries 
in 2010. the remaining 30 per cent was sold 
directly in China.

to continue servicing the increasing demand 
from the domestic market, Nexen keeps 
expanding its facilities. the capacity has been 
increased from 7 million units in 2011 to 8 million 
in 2012. Further, 10 million tires are expected to 
be produced until the end of this year.

China growth for nexen
Nexen Tire nod at important Chinese market



www.tirespartsmag.com l 44

Classic motorshow 04-05 -Mayi 2013 Classic motorshow will be 
the best event for the profes-
sionals related to the motors 
industry. the event will show-
case products such as luxury 
cars, passenger cars, specialist 
vehicles, off-road vehicles 
manufacturers Etc.

Lahti, Finland

08-11 -May 2013Automechanika South 
Africa

Automechanika South Africa 
is the newest industry event 
dedicated to all elements of 
automotive aftermarket in-
cluding parts, repair, accesso-
ries and service. the show will 
bring together key aftermar-
ket suppliers with thousands 
of service and repair providers, 
shop owners, jobbers, whole-
salers / distributors, sales 
agents and apprentices...

Johannesburg, South Africa

0912 -May 2013tuning World Bodensee tuning World Bodensee of-
fers a unique opportunity to 
interact directly with a highly 
targeted and closely focused 
audience from around the 
globe. Profile for exhibit in-
clude Accessories and person-
alisation of cars, Spare parts 
and components, Bodywork 
and paint, air brush painting, 
repair shops and trainers, 
tyres, lubricants, chemical 
products 

 Friedrichshafen, Germany

Bangalore International trade 
Fair will be held for a period of 
ten days in Bengaluru, India. 
this trade show will give an 
opportunity to the eminent 
experts related to the field of 
Automobiles, Home Appli-
ances, Furniture, Health, Fash-
ion, Beauty, Fitness, Garments, 
travel and tourism to build 
good business opportunities 

10-19 -May 2013Bangalore International 
trade Fair

Bengaluru, India

Automotive Engineering Asia 
will offer a great chance to 
get in touch with the latest 
development of auto parts 
production machinery and 
technologies, advanced know-
how for productivity improve-
ment, and important industry 
professionals and players in 
the industry...

16-19 -May 2013Automotive Engineer-
ing Asia

 Bangkok, thailand
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REttmobil Exhibition 15-17-May 2013 the trade fair REttmobil is 
being organized with a goal to 
boost up the industry of emer-
gency services and products. 
It will provide a ceiling under 
which participants will come 
with their latest products and 
services...

 Fulda, Germany

International Auto-
mobile Exhibition of 
tunis

18- 26-May 2013 International Automobile Ex-
hibition of tunis is 3 days show 
for Automobile Industry. Being 
hosted by Foires Internation-
ales De tunis at Parc des expo-
sitions du Kram, tunisia, the 
show is directed towards pro-
viding a single most platform 
for showcasing Passenger Cars 
& Commercial vehicles, 

 tunis, tunisia

23-26-May 2013India Auto Expo  India Auto Expo is a four day 
show that is organized by vijay 
Shanthi Exhibitions Pvt. Ltd. 
in Chennai in India. this four 
day show will have all the ex-
perts and professionals of the 
industry and will offer them a 
platform to share and explore 
their experiences and ideas 
about the sector...

Chennai, India
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AUtoPRomotEC 22-26May 2013 AUtoPRomotEC is an Inter-
national Exhibition of equip-
ment and products for the 
transportation industry like 
equipment, car service, tyres 
and spare parts. manufactur-
ers or sole agents of machin-
ery, equipment and products 
for vehicle servicing will be 
targeting Body repairers, Car 
dealers, Engine rebuilders and 
reconditioners..

Bologna, Italy

motor Expo Show 23-26-May 2013 motor Expo Show is the Inter-
national exhibition which is 
organized at Siberia Exhibition 
Centre, Russia. Scheduled for 
4 days, the event is organized 
by Krasnoyarsk Fair Exhibition 
Co. for giving an edge to the 
Automotive industry...

Krasnoyarsk, Russia

Cebu Auto Show 23-26-May 2013 Cebu Auto Show is said to 
boost the motoring industry 
and change the prevalent ap-
proach of flea market among 
local auto shows and bring 
together the car makers and 
buyers in an exciting and pro-
ductive way...

 Cebu, Philippines
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Empowering Movement



the stress and frustration associated with being caught 
in  the  traffic jams along UAE’s roads for daily commuters 
will soon be a fleeting memory, as a new driver assistance 
system undergoes its final preparations for a global 
launch.
Bosch, a leading international supplier of automotive 
technology and services is currently laying the remaining 
groundwork for its pioneering traffic Jam Assistant system, 
a software programme that can guide vehicles through 
highway traffic jams.
the new system, which is set to begin production in 2014, 
will brake, accelerate, and steer completely autonomously, 
at speeds up to 50 kilometres per hour, meaning it will 
operate in most stop-and-go situations.
Guido Gring, vice President of Bosch Automotive 
Aftermarket, middle East and Africa said that the new 
traffic Jam Assistant will be a huge step forward for fully 
autonomous driving on middle East roads, whilst also 
significantly easing stressful and potentially dangerous 
road rage situations on the UAE’s roads.
“Imagine you are stuck in a traffic jam on Sheikh Zayed 
Road, or any other tailback in the middle East, on your daily 
commute home from work, with at least another hour on 
the tarmac separating you from the comfort of your couch 
and family,” said Gring. “You are thinking to yourself: ‘I wish 
I could just let my car drive me home’. Soon that wish will 
come true.
“the traffic Jam Assistant  is not only a smart innovation in 
the automotive industry, but also a life changing solution 
for millions of road users across the middle East who will 
be able to arrive at their chosen destinations far more 
relaxed.”

today, adaptive cruise control (ACC) 
already tracks the vehicles ahead and 
adapts the distance and speed of the 
driver’s own vehicle accordingly. the 
traffic Jam Assistant will additionally 
integrate a lane-detection camera, 
and electric power steering. the next 
functional step will include automatic lane 
changing. this requires two additional 
features – a rear-mounted radar sensor 
and a dynamic navigation map.

Following its initial scheduled 
launch next year, Bosch’s traffic Jam 
Assistant will be further enhanced 
to cover faster speeds and more 
complex driving situations. 
Eventually, Bosch claims, it will serve 
as a highway pilot, making fully 
autonomous driving on highways 
in any condition a new reality.
the new system, which will be 
limited to highways with no 
incoming traffic and pedestrians 
will come as good news to those 
commuters who are either the 
victims of, or susceptible to, road 
rage on the UAE’s roads caused by 
stressful traffic situations.
A study on road rage conducted 
by the American Psychological 
Association revealed that even 
typically calm, reasonable people 
can turn into warriors behind the 
wheel, stating that ‘when provoked, 
they yell obscenities, show wild 
gestures, honk and swerve in and 
out of traffic, thus endangering 
their lives and others.’
the same study suggested that 
under a road rage state of mind, 
drivers engage in hostile, aggressive 
thinking, take more risks on the 
road, get angry faster, behave 
more aggressively, prone to more 
accidents, and experience more 
anxiety and impulsiveness.
Gring added: “the traffic Jam 
Assistant will reduce the factors 
provoking road rage, thus, 
contributing significantly to 
avoiding road dangers and 
accidents. By also remaining stress 
free on middle East roads, people 
can go about their daily lives with 
ease.”
Caption: Bosch is laying the final 
preparations for a global launch of 
the traffic Jam Assistant, which is 
set to begin production in 2014.
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Bentley is delighted to announce the launch of 
its first luxury fragrance range for men, which 
brings together the two world-renowned brands 
of the master French crystal maker Lalique and 
the iconic British car company.

Lindsay Weaver, Director of Licensing at Bentley 
motors, comments: “this collaboration has 
allowed the transposition of Bentley brand core 
attributes into luxury fragrance.”

‘Lalique for Bentley Crystal Edition’

“Bentley and Lalique have a similar history. Both 
companies were founded almost 100 years ago. 
Both stood for craftsmanship and tradition, but 
also for luxury, lifestyle and innovation. to create 
a fragrance together is to capture the essence of 
our skills and our vision in a bottle,” says Silvio 
Denz, CEo of Lalique.

the collaboration between Bentley and Art & 
Fragrance, owner of Lalique, creates the bespoke 
‘Lalique for Bentley Crystal Edition’, an impressive 
crystal flacon with the legendary ‘Flying B’ Bentley 
mascot. Finely wrought in gleaming crystal, the 
dynamic styling of its wings epitomises timeless 
beauty.

Daniele Ceccomori, Bentley Designer, says: “the 
crystal edition is a masterpiece of craftsmanship, 
reflecting the unrivalled luxury and elegant 
values of both Bentley and Lalique. Just as the 
‘Flying B’ sits gracefully on the front of our flagship 
mulsanne model, we wanted to communicate 
the same importance with the preciousness of 
the crystal artwork and the uniqueness of the 
essence treasured by its delicate flacon”.

benTLey senses sUccess 
WiTh neW FrAGrAnce 
coLLecTion

the eau de parfum itself, composed by mylène Alran, from 
the French perfume house Robertet, is a fitting elixir of fine 
woody notes and exquisite leather to complement the 
epicentres of excellence within Bentley’s craftsmanship. 
Further, precious orris butter accord enriches the scent 
to create a sensual and charismatic character. the 
‘Lalique for Bentley Crystal Edition’ showcases the finest 
glassmaking expertise and is limited to only 999 pieces, 
available at a number of carefully selected retailers this 
month.
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‘Bentley for Men’ and ‘Intense’ range

the ‘Bentley for men’ and the high-impact 
‘Bentley for men Intense’ fragrances are 
created by top French perfumer Nathalie 
Lorson, from the perfume house Firmenich. 
She has skilfully transformed the quintessence 
of the luxury automotive brand Bentley 
into a superb and unmistakeable fragrance 
experience. to do so, the finest perfume raw 
ingredients have been used, including those 
must-haves for Bentley’s debut fragrance, 
fine wood and leather notes.

“I chose cedar because of its powerful 
unadulterated scent and patchouli for its 
sensual depth and natural elegance,” explains 
Nathalie.

the ‘Intense’ version will take these notes to 
another level by infusing the rich scent with 
aromatic African geranium. the bottle design 
echoes the luxury of the cars with an elegant 
symmetrical shape, striking appeal and a 
knurled ring around the top. Both captivating 
Bentley fragrances will be available at 
selected perfumeries and department stores 
this month.
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Drive train innovations 
featuring bundled 
technologies in 
demonstration vehicle offer 
up to ten percent reduction in 
fuel consumption
Schaeffler has presented a new concept 
vehicle for the Indian automobile market 
featuring advanced drive train technologies 
that can offer up to ten percent reduction 
in fuel consumption combined with better 
comfort and driving experience. the 
Efficient Future mobility India concept car 
is based on subcompact hatchback and 
shows a range of Schaeffler solutions for 
optimizing engine and transmission tech-
nology currently available in India.

the demonstrator vehicle has been 
unveiled at Schaeffler’s flagship technolog-
sharing and joint development platform 
- Innovation Days - a highly successful 
specialized event from Germany, being 
organized for the first time in India. All the 
solutions showcased in the car are cost-
effective, close to volume production, and 
when integrated into a subcompact vehicle, 
make a valuable contribution to improv-ing 
its performance and fuel efficiency.

“Schaeffler’s meticulously detailed work on drive trains 
based on internal combus-tion engines offers significant 
potential for reducing fuel consumption and emis-sions,” 
summarizes Prof. Peter Gutzmer, Cto of Schaeffler AG. In 
keeping with Schaeffler’s established concept vehicles, 
the Efficient Future mobility India vehicle plays a key 
role in development and serves as a demonstration 
vehicle for the com-ponents and systems that are 
bundled within it. “Even with the efficient platform we 
selected, we still see further potential for optimization 
here”, he continues. “the so-lutions on display take the 
market-specific demands and customer preferences in 
India into account.”

the Indian concept car, based on a current version of one 
of India’s most popular compact “Segment B” hatchbacks, 
is an effort to bridge an increasing gap between demand 
for performance, comfort and economy and supply. the 
demonstration model highlights Schaeffler’s capability 
to fill this void through innovations that are accessible 
via a wide portfolio of products and solutions ranging 
from components, subsystems and systems.

the concept vehicle is a car full of ideas from the 
Efficient Future mobility driving laboratory of Schaeffler. 
In January 2013, the Efficient Future mobility North 
America was showcased at the Detroit motor Show. 
Schaeffler is developing and testing these concept 
vehicles to present tangible, working solutions - matched 
to relevant markets - for demands and challenges of 
automotive industry today and tomorrow.

“the Efficient Future mobility India car 
is the result of Schaeffler’s intensive 
research and development towards 
optimizing drive train performance 
according to peculiarities of driving 
conditions, patterns and behaviour 
as well as customer preferences in 
India. this car reflects Schaeffler’s 
vision for the future of drive train in 
emerging markets,” said Dharmesh 
Arora, managing Director and CEo of 
Schaeffler India. “Beside that we are 
actively developing new concepts 
and technologies for the two-wheeler 
and commercial vehicle segment. our 
recent innovations include low-friction 
bearings and new range of clutches for 
motorcycles in India,” he added.

Due to multiple factors like stop and go 
traffic situations, cost-effectiveness and 
customer habits, manual transmission 
is the most preferred version of cars in 
the subcompact segment. the Indian 
concept vehicle features a combination 
of start-stop systems with manual 
transmission resulting in enhanced 
driving experience while reducing fuel 
consumption. this is made possible 
with Schaeffler’s electronic clutch 
management (ECm). the vehicle also 
features other advanced drive train 
innovations like dual vCt (variable Cam 
timing), coated tappets, smart thermo 
management and shift detection.

“Schaeffler is an established and 
globally oriented development, 
industrialization, and manufacturing 
partner for automobile manufacturers,” 
explains Dr. Juergen m. Geissinger, CEo 
of Schaeffler AG. “With a total of 180 
locations in more than 50 countries 
and a global network of 40 research 
and development centers, we are true 
to our ‘In the region, for the region’ 
motto. our customers benefit locally 
from our regional strength. At the same 
time, Schaeffler’s regional expertise 
strengthens the global network - 
which benefits our customers who 
also operate globally and to whom we 
provide decisive support in creating 
advanced solutions for modern, en-
ergy-efficient mobility.”

Efficient future mobility
Schaeffler unveils drivable concept car specially designed 
for Indian driving conditions



Cadillac is packaging safety technologies 
to help ease the rigors of the daily 
commute from the driveway to crowded 
parking structures and congested 
freeways. 
the new AtS sport sedan is one of three 2013 Cadillac 
models with Driver Assist technology that uses 
cameras, radar, ultrasonic sensors and automatic 
braking to help make common traffic situations safer. 
In certain low-speed conditions, the car can even 
brake automatically to help prevent collisions.
“the mall parking packed with cars making it difficult 
to see what’s coming, or the parking deck at work, 
or the stop and go of a freeway commute – these 
are hassles that drivers navigate every day,” said 
James Bell, General motors head of consumer affairs. 
“Cadillac Driver Assist can help make these situations 
less treacherous and maybe more bearable.”
Some of the Driver Assist features designed to ease 
the everyday commute include:
- Full Speed Adaptive Cruise Control extends 
traditional cruise control to more situations, such 
as managing the car’s acceleration and braking 
automatically from a driver-set highway “cruising” 
speed down to a full stop, while maintaining a safe 
following distance.   
-Rear Cross traffic Alert – Scanning areas adjacent 
to the car on each side extends driver vision such as 
when backing out of a parking spot with vehicles on 
both sides. Cadillac’s Safety Alert Seat warns the driver 
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of traffic approaching from the left or right using 
directional seat vibration pulses.  this patented 
warning approach is tied to all of the on-board 
crash avoidance systems.
-Rear vision Camera with Dynamic Guidelines 
allows the driver, when in reverse, to view objects 
directly behind the vehicle via the eight-inch 
monitor on the center stack. A set of red and 
yellow guidelines appear on the display to mark 
the vehicle’s turn radius, allowing for easier 
parking and backing maneuvers. 
-Automatic Front and Rear Braking will apply 
emergency braking automatically in certain 
driveway, parking lot and heavy traffic conditions 
if it detects a vehicle in front of or behind the car. 
-Forward Collision Alert uses the Safety Alert 
Seat’s haptic warning to vibrate both sides of 
the driver’s seat when the car approaches a 
stationary or moving vehicle ahead too rapidly. 
In addition to the AtS, the Driver Assist package 
is available on the all-new XtS luxury sedan and 
the revamped SRX luxury crossover. 
“most of us think of driving a luxury car on open 
roads, and of course cars like the new AtS sport 
sedan are right at home doing that,” said Bell. 
“But traffic and parking situations are way more 
common. A great car should help you in those conditions, 
too.”



Continental makes the Fiat Uconnect 
infotainment system even more 
attractive for the driver by integrating 
navigation by tomtom. Premiere was 
held the Geneva motor Show in the Fiat 
500L.

Wetzlar (Germany)/Geneva (Switzerland) 
05. march 2013. the international 
automotive supplier Continental 
and Fiat Group Automobiles have 
integrated navigation by tomtom into 
their touchscreen infotainment system 
Uconnect. this new feature has been 
presented at the Geneva motor Show 
for the first time. It includes many of the 
same technologies as found in tomtom’s 
industry-leading portable navigation 
devices, including world-class maps, IQ 
Routes, voice control and Advanced Lane 
Guidance. the device also incorporates 
the acclaimed tomtom user interface. 
Customers can order it in the new Fiat 
500L in the second quarter 2013. 
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With the UNIQUE FoRGED FoRmULA, HAmANN-
motorsport presents a new designer wheel that 
is especially attuned to the stylistic features and 
technical requirements of the current BmW fleet – 
a rim with central locking mechanism and for the 
highest technical demands.

the typical HAmANN 9-spokes Ypsilon design 
mirrors the one-piece forged wheel’s brand 
recognition and clearly improves the visual effect 
as well as the image of all BmWs fitted with it. A 
special highlight of this latest HAmANN alloy wheel 
is the hub cap in the central locking mechanism. 
With this, the BWm specialist from Laupheim, in 
southern Germany, emphasizes again its successful 
history in the area of motor sport.

But it’s not only the visual effect that is upgraded. 
the use of special aluminium alloys creates an 
ultra-light rim. Using the latest forging technology 
guarantees the highest possible load capacities. 

You can purchase the UNIQUE FoRGED FoRmULA 
rim in the following dimensions 9.5 x 21 and 11 x 
21 for BmW models, starting at 1,750 €.
Fitting:
BmW 5series Limousine F10
BmW 5series touring F11
BmW m5 F10 Limousine
BmW 6series Cabrio F12
BmW 6series Coupé F13
BmW m6 Cabriolet F12
BmW m6 Coupé F13
BmW 6series Gran Coupé F06

“Infotainment becomes more and more 
important for vehicles of all classes. the 
Uconnect system we have developed 
for Fiat features attractive functions for a 
digital lifestyle and with the integration of 
navigation by tomtom, we support Fiat to 
offer even more appealing infotainment to 
its customers”, comments Johann Hiebl, head 
of the Continental business unit Infotainment 
& Connectivity.

thanks to Bluetooth and the USB-interface 
of the Uconnect system, drivers and 
passengers are able to stream music from 
digital devices or use the hands free kit. 
the five inch touchscreen, voice output and 
speech recognition lets the driver operate 
the system intuitively. For example, by having 
text messages read out loud, they can stay in 
touch without taking their eyes off the road. 

“Based on microsoft Windows Embedded 
Automotive, we have designed the 
infotainment system as a platform to allow 
the easy integration of third party software. 
With the installation of Navigation by tomtom 
we can now offer the driver true added value 
in an updatable Infotainment System”, Hiebl 
explains. “Using an operating system that has 
a proven track record in the market and is 
automotive ready helped us keep the research 
and development costs at a minimum level. 
this also makes the system more affordable 
for the driver”, Hiebl concludes. 

Infotainment for more eco friendly driving

the system even helps drivers to drive more energy efficiently and reduce Co2 emissions by 
up to 16%. the Fiat Group’s eco:Drive Live function analyzes driving parameters in real time 
(acceleration, deceleration, gear shift change and cruise speed) and gives suggestions for 
more eco friendly driving. Drivers can also upload their data via mobile or USB to the eco:Drive 
portal and compare their progress to other eco:Drivers. 
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 the new volvo S60, v60 and XC60 - shown to the public for the first 
time at the Geneva motor Show - fitted with an innovation that makes 
driving in the dark safer and more comfortable. the renewed Active 
High Beam Control makes it possible to use high beam continuously 
thanks to an ingenious mechanism that prevents dazzling of 
oncoming drivers. At a press conference in Geneva, volvo Car Group  
has presented a new world-first collision-avoiding technology.

VolVo Cars makes driVing 
at night safer and more 
Comfortable with innoVatiVe, 
permanent high beam

Driving at night presents car drivers all over 
the world with challenging conditions. “our 
aim with the renewed Active High Beam 
Control technology is to enhance visibility 
in the dark by making it possible to use high 
beam permanently, without having to switch 
to low beam when meeting or catching up 
with other cars,” says Prof. Lotta Jakobsson, 
Senior technical Specialist Safety at volvo 
Cars Safety Centre.

Easier to spot unprotected road users

the main advantage of Active High Beam 
Control is that the traffic environment 
outside the shaded area is still illuminated 
by the high beam. this improves the driver’s 
chances of detecting objects at the side of 
the road, such as parked cars, unprotected 
road users and animals.

“the technology makes driving at night 
more comfortable and safe. It also makes 
it easier to focus on the driving and is an 
excellent example of our Designed Around 
You approach, always focusing on features 
that really make a difference to the customer,” 
says Lotta Jakobsson.
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Ingenious shading mechanism

When an incoming car approaches 
or when catching up with another 
car from behind, the system helps 
to prevent dazzling of the other 
driver by shading out only as 
much of the beam as necessary.

Active High Beam Control uses 
the camera already used for the 
detection and auto brake systems 
located by the rear-view mirror 
at the top of the windscreen to 
identify the other vehicle and the 
area that needs to be shaded. the 
technology is accurate enough to 
frame the chosen object with only 
a 1.5° margin.

the control unit relays the 
information to an ingenious 
projector module mechanism 
integrated into the headlamp. A 
tiny cylinder with metal pieces 
of different sizes allows the 
possibility of shading just as much 
of the beam as necessary.

the Active High beam Control, 
which also works for motorcycles 
ahead, features Xenon lamps. the 
technology is active at speeds 
down to 15 km/h. this is available 
in the volvo S60, v60 and XC60 
during spring 2013.

Another safety world-first in Geneva

At a press conference on the first press day at the 2013 Geneva motor Show next week, volvo Car Group will 
reveal another world-first safety feature.

“We have enhanced our collision-avoiding technologies continuously, and in Geneva we will present the next, 
groundbreaking step,” reveals Lotta Jakobsson and adds that “As the leader in automotive safety, we have 
reduced the risk of being injured in an accident in one of our latest car models by more than 50 percent since 
the year 2000. By continuously introducing new preventive and protective systems, we keep moving towards 
our aim that by 2020 no one should be injured or killed in a new volvo.”

Rapid renewal

the six new cars in volvo Cars model range - the volvo S60, v60 (including v60 Plug-in Hybrid), XC60, v70, XC70 
and S80  were displayed in Geneva.

“It is the best demonstration yet of the rapid transformation of our company and our brand. All cars in our 
model range have been renewed since last year’s show in Geneva. the only exception, the all-new XC90, will 
come towards the end of 2014,” says Doug Speck, Senior vice President, marketing, Sales and Customer Service 
at volvo Car Group.

valeo has developed a passenger compartment air conditioning filter 
that reduces the concentration of allergens inside the vehicle while 
filtering the air permanently. For the first time in Europe, a filter stops not 
only dust, toxic gases and odors, but also neutralizes pollen allergens.

Designed in France at valeo’s Athis site, west of Paris, this filter 
combines all the characteristics of a traditional filter with anti-allergenic 
properties, thanks to a polyphenol-based surface treatment. Present in 
certain plants and fruits, this natural agent neutralizes pollen allergens 
to inhibit almost all the allergen-causing particles.

In industrialized countries, the number of people suffering from pollen 
allergies has doubled in the past 30 years. By 2040, 40% of the European 
population will have an allergic predisposition. 

Until now, no passenger compartment air conditioning filter in Europe 
was able to limit passengers’ exposure to allergen particles. And yet, the 
probability of allergy suffers being involved in a traffic accident is 30% 
higher. the symptoms of these allergies (sneezing, itching, watery eyes, 
runny nose, breathing difficulties, fatigue, irritability and headaches) 
are not just a source of discomfort; they can also significantly impair 
driver concentration. Improving vehicle interior air quality can also help 
improve road safety: when travelling at 80 km/h, a driver will cover 25 
meters with his or her eyes closed when sneezing.

this filter is designed for all drivers and their passengers, whatever their 
sensitivity to allergens. Patented by valeo, this innovation was released 
on the market in Europe  early this year.

VALeo reLeAses FirsT 
PAssenGer comPArTmenT 

Air conDiTioninG FiLTer 
WiTh AnTi-ALLerGenic 
ProPerTies in eUroPe 



www.tirespartsmag.com l  56

SAFE — Reducing the number of accidents

At the opel stand, the company unveiled 
the Zafira tourer Biturbo, which featured 
Delphi’s radar-based adaptive cruise control 
(ACC) with collision mitigation system. the 
ACC system constantly monitors the distance 
to the vehicle ahead allowing the system 
to automatically adjust the vehicle speed 
to help maintain a safe distance from the 
vehicle in front. If the driver does not react 
to the warnings, the system automatically 
applies the brakes to avoid or considerably 
reduce the effects of the collision. 

Already available on several volvo models, 
Delphi’s collision mitigation system (CmS) 
will be available on the new v60. CmS is 
the world’s first driver assistance sensor 
system that automatically activates a 
vehicle’s full braking power to avoid or 
considerably reduce the effects of a collision 
with pedestrians and vehicles. CmS enables 
multiple safety features including full speed 
range adaptive cruise control, forward 
collision warning with full autonomous 
braking for pedestrians and vehicles, pre-
crash sensing, lane departure warning, as 
well as automatic head lamp control and 
traffic sign recognition. the v60 also features 
Delphi’s rear and side detection system, a 
single radar that enables three features: blind 
spot detection, lane change aid and cross 
traffic alert.

GREEN — Low CO2 emissions and fuel 
consumption

the Delphi multec® light duty diesel common 
rail system is featured on the new Citroën 
C4 Picasso, Infiniti Q50 and mercedes-Benz 
CLA, all set to be debuted at the show. With 
its smart balanced valve solenoid injector 
design, this system is extremely fast and has 
injection performances similar to competitive 
servo-piezo technologies. Additionally, its 
unique control strategies allow the system 
to deliver precise fuel quantities over the life 
of the vehicle and provide optimal emissions 
control and acoustic performance.

CONNECTED — High-performance 
reception systems

the veil was also lifted on the new 
BmW 3er Gt and the Rolls-Royce Wraith 
featuring Delphi’s integrated antennas, 
which offer vehicle manufacturers the 
flexibility of multiple high-performance 
reception systems. these integrated 
antennas provide extremely high 
performance without compromising 
styling.

Vehicles at the Geneva Motor Show 
with Delphi technologies include:

•Alfa Romeo 4C — body computer 
module, key fob, steering column 
module, full wiring harness, A/C 
compressor, connection systems

•BMW 3er GT — antenna system

•Chevrolet Corvette Stingray convertible 
— Ultrasonic alarm module, crash 
sensors, integrated center panel, passive 
occupant detection system, connection 
systems, ignition products, cylinder 
deactivation control valve, compressor 
and HvAC components

•Citroën C4 Picasso — alarm sounder, 
ultrasonic alarm module, integrated 
center panel, various switches, 
underhood body controller, transponder 
antenna, rear body controller, manifold 
vacuum recirculation valve, diesel 
common rail, EGR valvetrain, cam phaser, 
ignition coil, oxygen sensor

•Ferrari LaFerrari — complete air 
conditioning system with integrated 
battery cooling, high voltage wiring 
systems, high voltage electrical center, 
battery cable and low voltage PPE 
(polyphenylene ether) cable

•Infiniti Q50 — diesel common rail

•Mercedes-Benz CLA — diesel common 
rail, ignition, fuse and relay box, passive 
occupant detection system, head lamp 
levelling control, alarm system, satellite 
digital audio reception system, DAB tuner

•Mercedes-Benz E-Class Facelift — diesel 
common rail, ignition coils for gasoline 
engines, passive occupant detection 
system, alarm system, DAB tuner, 
satellite digital audio reception system, 
tv reception system, integrated antenna

•Nissan Note — connection systems

•Opel Cascada — condenser radiator fan 
module (CRFm), compressor, integrated 
center panel, ultrasonic alarm module, 
power sounder

•Opel Zafira Tourer BiTurbo — adaptive 
cruise control, ultrasonic alarm module, 
power sounder, fuel tank wiring, 
condenser radiator fan module (CRFm), 
compressor 

•Peugeot 2008 — connection systems

•Porsche 911 GT — canister, antenna 
system, passive occupant detection 
system, SRS (safety restraint systems) 
connectors , connection systems

•Renault Captur — switches, connection 
systems

•Renault Kangoo facelift — switches

•Renault Scénic XMOD — various 
switches, connection systems, diesel 
common rail, variable cam phaser and 
oil control valve

•Rolls-Royce Wraith — antenna system

•Seat Leon SC (3-door) — charge air 
cooler, low temperature radiator, SRS 
(safety restraint systems) connectors, 
connection systems

•Škoda Octavia — charge air cooler, 
low temperature radiator, SRS (safety 
restraint systems) connectors, 
connection systems

•SsangYong Rodius — diesel common 
rail

•Volkswagen Golf Variant — anti-
theft systems, passive occupant 
detection system, charge air cooler, 
low temperature radiator, LED module, 
connection systems (electronic 
distribution system, SRS (safety restraint 
systems) connectors)

•Volvo V60 — collision mitigation 
system (enables multiple safety features: 
adaptive cruise control, forward collision 
warning with full autonomous braking 
for pedestrians and vehicles, pre-crash 
sensing, lane keeping aid, automatic 
head beam control, traffic sign 
recognition), rear and side detection 
system (enables blind spot detection, 
lane change aid, cross traffic alert), 
passive occupant detection system, 
head-up display, complete wiring, 
connection systems, electrical centers, 
body computer module, immobilizer

Last month at the Geneva Auto Show, automakers unveiled 
a fleet of new vehicles, many of which featured Delphi 

technology designed to keep passengers safe and connected 
while respecting the environment.
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INRIX announced the availability of a turn-key set of applications for 
media that deliver traffic and travel news in less time and at significantly 
lower cost than traditional methods. 
the INRIX Digital media Suite provides reporters with a set of easy to 
use applications and traffic information content that goes beyond 
typical drive-time traffic conditions with real-time insight into traffic 
conditions on all major highways and local roads, alert audiences to the 
day’s current and expected traffic hotspots and expected travel times 
for key routes. 
“this opens up a whole new market for traffic reporting,” said Nick 
Simmons, vice President and General manager of media, INRIX. “For 
the first time, local broadcasters have access to turn-key, professional 
services that deliver valuable traffic insight and inventory with just a 
few clicks.”
the INRIX Digital media Suite consists of a radio and a tv application 
offering journalists robust yet simple to use “drag and drop” traffic 
report creation and editing tools. By eliminating the time journalists 

waste scouring multiple sites with a 
service that provides a complete view 
of traffic conditions in one application, 
reporters can create their reports and 
broadcast breaking travel news in a matter 
of minutes. the Apps provide journalists 
with an intuitive Web-based interface 
that offers a comprehensive picture of 
local conditions including traffic speeds 
and travel times, detailed real-time traffic 
maps, alerts to delays caused by accidents 
and other incidents as well as real-time 
eyewitness reports from the station’s 
twitter and Facebook community. Unlike 
legacy traffic systems requiring stations to 
buy expensive hardware that is extremely 
difficult to scale, INRIX tv and INRIX Radio 
can be activated immediately and scaled 
to connect with other devices, production 
facilities or desired coverage areas. 
Specific INRIX Radio and INRIX tv App 
features include:
• INRIX Radio: Designed exclusively for 
the radio broadcast industry, INRIX Radio 
is a software-as-a-service (SaaS) platform 
that intelligently integrates both traffic 
incident and cause data to enable the 
production of customized traffic news 
stories for radio broadcasts. once a station 
has an active INRIX Radio license, anyone 
at the station with a Web browser can use 
the tool to create traffic reports in real-
time. the App’s intuitive script-generation 
tool offers the ability to view traffic over 
three live panels on one screen, view 
live incident updates and filter incidents 
according to preference. this dynamic 
approach, combined with the drag and 
drop interface, allows for easy reordering 
and refining as needed up until broadcast. 
INRIX Radio is available immediately in 
North America and Europe. Broadcasters 
can activate a free 30-day trial at www.
INRIX.com/Radiotrial. 
• INRIX TV: Designed exclusively for 
television broadcasters, INRIX tv is a news 
gathering and reporting app for iPad that 
connects to any playout system to create 
visually compelling and highly accurate 
traffic news reports. Whether reporting 
from the studio or the scene of a major 
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inriX transforms 
traffiC news 
reporting with 
breakthroUgh apps
New INRIX Digital Media Suite Helps Broadcasters Increase 
Revenues; Cut the Cost and Complexity of Delivering Traffic News 

incident, INRIX tv provides 
reporters with immediate 
insight into not just what 
drivers can expect on the 
daily commute but the traffic 
impacts of a major storm, 
accident or sporting event. 
INRIX tv makes delivering 
the day’s traffic news as easy 
as creating an imovie film – 
once reporters have built a 
report template within INRIX 
tv, content automatically 
populates, enabling them to 
create reports in a matter of 
minutes. the app includes 
direct output capabilities 
to mixing desks, as well as 
social components that help 
integrate eyewitness reports 
via social media directly into 
news broadcasts. Initially 
available in the U.S., U.K. 
and Canada via the Apple 
App Store, the company will 
launch the INRIX tv app in 
April at the NAB Show in Las 
vegas, Nv. 
one Source for Accurate and 
Relevant traffic Information 
INRIX Digital media Suite 
Apps are powered by traffic 
information content sourced 
from the INRIX traffic 
Intelligence Platform which 
analyzes data from public and 
private sources ranging from 
government road sensors, 
official accident and incident 
reports to real-time traffic 
speeds crowd-sourced from 
community of approximately 
100 million drivers. INRIX 
provides reporters with in-
depth coverage of traffic 
conditions that extends 
beyond highways to city 
streets and other heavily 
travelled local roads. the INRIX 
traffic Intelligence Platform 
accounts for common traffic-
impacting factors, such as, the 
day of the week, the season, 
local holidays, current and 
forecasted weather, accidents 
and road construction to help 
ensure broadcasters provide 
their audience with time-
saving insight they can rely 
on every day1.
INRIX Radio and INRIX tv joins 
the company’s existing set 
of services for broadcasters 
that includes traffic flow and 
incident services. INRIX will 
demonstrate the INRIX Digital 
media Suite at Le Radio in 
Paris, Radio Days Europe in 
Berlin and NAB 2013 in Las 
vegas. 
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Al Jazirah vehicles Agencies , Co. ( AJvA ), the Ford 
and Lincoln importer-dealer in Saudi Arabia, and 
Ford middle East are taking the issue of counterfeit 
spare parts head on as it continues to prove a major 
concern throughout the GCC for the industry as a 
whole but most importantly for consumers.
As the Kingdom continues spearheading the fight 
against counterfeit products, Al Jazirah vehicles 
Agencies Co is officially sponsoring the 3rd Arab 
Forum for IPR Protection as Diamond Sponsor, further 
extending its support to the matter.
“ Al Jazirah vehicles Agencies Co takes the issue of 
counterfeit parts very seriously, and we are pleased to 
be supporting this important initiative from the Saudi 
Government to raise awareness of this concern and 
fight it,” said Sheikh Abdullah bin Fahad Al Kraidees, 
AJvA ‘s president. “We are committed to providing 
our support in the fight against this crime that not 
only puts the lives of unsuspecting customers at 
risk but also ultimately hurts their wallets and the 
economy. this is a massive task and it is the civic duty 
and responsibility of all companies to do their part in 
educating the consumer of the risks associated with 
counterfeit products.”
John mcEachern, Ford middle East’s Country manager 
for Saudi Arabia, said: “Nothing beats an original. 
Genuine parts are designed and manufactured to 
strict specifications, they have undergone extensive 
laboratory and on-the-road testing, and built to 
maximise vehicle performance and most importantly, 
provide the confidence that the repair will be done 
right the first time, and the peace of mind that the 
parts come with the manufacturer’s warranty.
“It is crucial that customers know what they are 
buying. Counterfeit parts unfortunately cost much 
more over the long run as they won’t have a long life 
span, and in some unfortunate cases could lead to 
accidents or fatal crashes,” he added.

During the forum which is took place at the 
Riyadh Intercontinental 3-5 march, the Ford and 
AJvA representatives held demonstrations and 
presentations in an effort to educate attendees on 
some of the latest developments in this field. 
Ford middle East and its dealers continue to work 
relentlessly with local and international authorities 
in the fight against counterfeit spare parts and to 
prevent them from coming into the region. the 
most recent achievement was recorded just a month 
ago, when the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
raided warehouses of counterfeit auto parts in New 
Jersey. three persons were arrested for repackaging 
counterfeit products and selling them to the public 
and repair shops as genuine automotive parts. Part of 
these counterfeit products was also destined for re-
export to the middle East.
“Criminals are finding better ways to trick customers 
into buying counterfeit parts while thinking they 
are genuine from the manufacturer,” continued 

Saudi minister of Finance Dr. Ibrahim Al Assaf (left) and Saudi Customs Director 
General Saleh Al Khilawi are welcomed to the Al Jazirah vehicles Agencies Co. 
and Ford stand by Al Jazirah vehicles Central Region manager Eng Salman Al 
Kalthami during the opening ceremony of the three-day 3rd Arab Forum for IPR 
Protection at the InterContinental Hotel Riyadh.

Tracer Products has unveiled the new Tracerline® OPTI-LUX™ 400 — a cordless, 
state-of-the-art, true Uv LED leak detection flashlight. It makes automotive 
leaks easy to spot, while slashing valuable diagnostic time for technicians!

the oPtI-LUX 400 works with all tracerline® universal/ester and PAG A/C dyes, 
as well as tP-3400, tP-3405 and tP-3900 series fluid dyes. Leaks can be seen 
using the true Uv LED light even without using the yellow glasses provided. 
this powerful unit is specially designed to let fluorescent dyes appear brighter 
and with greater contrast than standard blue light inspection lamps.

With an inspection range of up to 25 feet (7.6 m), the oPtI-LUX 400 easily 
gets into tight, cramped areas that larger lamps can’t. Its rugged, corrosion-
resistant, anodized aluminum body stands up to years of heavy shop use. 
Powered by a rechargeable lithium-ion battery, the lamp provides 4 hours 
of continuous inspection between charges. the unit has a 100,000-hour LED 
service life.

the oPtI-LUX 400 comes complete with a lanyard, rechargeable battery, smart 
AC charger and fluorescence-enhancing glasses.

rechargeable, true UV LeD Leak Detection flashlight
Spots automotive Leaks fast!

mcEachern. “As they use smarter ways 
to fool the customer’s judgment, 
it is very important for consumers 
to understand that the best way to 
ensure they are getting original parts 
is to purchase them directly from the 
authorised dealer.
“Ford motor Company follows strict 
processes in controlling its parts 
distribution system from around 
the world through to our regional 
Parts Distribution Center and to 
our dealerships here in the middle 
East, to ensure full integrity. our 
dealers are in turn expanding their 
parts distribution outlets across 
the region to ensure genuine 
Ford and motorcraft® parts are 
easily and readily available to our 
growing customer base,” mcEachern 
concluded.
According to various American 
Government agencies and industry 
sources, counterfeiting is estimated 
to cost the automotive industry 
$12 billion in lost sales annually 
and as many as 200,000 lost jobs. 
Customers expect that parts bearing 
the manufacturer’s trademark 
have been tested to ensure a high 
level of quality and durability. 
Counterfeit parts are not designed, 
engineered and tested to meet 
the same quality standards as the 
original manufacturer’s parts, and 
lack the warranty assurance from the 
manufacturer.



Samsung SodaStream 
Refrigerator

The new Samsung Four-Door Refrigerator with sparkling water 
dispenser, getting the crisp delicious taste of sparkling water 
is as easy as pushing a button. Using the same control panel 
they would use to select between water or ice, consumers can 
select up to three levels of carbonation for their sparkling water, 
giving them just what they are looking for to quench their thirst. 
The sparkling water dispenser uses a standard SodaStream 60L 
CO2 cylinder that rests in a small, concealed area inside the 
left refrigerator door, which is easily accessible to change when 
empty. 

With the addition of the sparkling water dispenser, consumers 
can save space in the refrigerator that was previously allocated 
toward bottled carbonated beverages and reduce bottle waste 
in the home overall. In addition, consumers will ultimately save 
money that was used to purchase carbonated beverages, all 
while enjoying the convenience of getting sparkling water at the 
touch of a button. 

Nike Free Trainer 
5.0
Designed as one of the most versatile 
training shoes, the men’s Nike Free 
Trainer 5.0 delivers lightweight comfort 
and supportive lockdown with a 
distinctive look for training in the gym, 
field or street.
Athletes must adapt to the ever-
changing factors in training and 
evolving training footwear is 
no different. Nike designers are 
committed to constantly improving 
footwear to allow athletes to perform 
at their best. The evolved approach 
to maximising the support and natural 
motion intuitive to training comes to 
life in the Nike Free Trainer 5.0.
While the woven upper has an eye-
catching aesthetic, the shoe’s high-
performance aptitude sets it apart. 
The dynamic fit moves with, adjusts 
to and supports the foot during the 
rigours of training.
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The man Hanger
Hand-bent from industrial-grade rebar, this 
hanger is serious enough to 
hold an elephant-skin space suit. Pretty 
enough to take to prom.
Hand-bent in ‘Merica.
Sealed and coated to resist rust and 
corrosion.
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Contact us to feature  your hot products.     editor@tirespartsmag.com

Connor Cycles Ash Wood 
29er 
 
Connor Cycles, Denver builder of the custom-built 
“Woody 29er Scorcher,” a cruiser running 29-inch wheels 
made from sustainably harvested American ash wood 
and reinforced with Kevlar construction. 
Connor Cycles founder, Chris Connor points out that 
“Wood is a natural choice for bikes; think of its toughness 
and vibration dampening properties when used in sledge 
hammers, baseball bats, skis and snowboards. And when 
cared for, wood will last and stay strong for decades. 
When I developed the Woody Scorcher, I went with 29-
inch wheels to take advantage of their ability to smooth 
out any surface—something that hadn’t been tried yet. 
The combination of the wood, the bowed shape of the 
frame and the wooden handlebars, plus the big wheels 
results in a premium ride and smoothness unlike any other 
bike out there. 
 
Each Connor Cycles’ frame is made to order in small, 
medium, and large, and can be specified to run as a 
single-speed, dual-speed internal hub, driven by a chain 
or Gates carbon belt drive. Coaster brake hubs or disc 
brakes are available, with the rear disc brake mounted 
on Connor’s custom aluminum rear dropouts. A stylish 
Brooks saddle and leather handlebar tape, along with 
lightweight aluminum forks, seat post, bottom bracket, 
cranks and pedals, round out a total weight of 30 pounds 
(single-speed setup).

Soccket Energy-
Harnessing Soccer 
Ball
The SOCCKET is a portable generator in 
the form of a size 5 soccer ball. Its internal 
mechanism takes the kinetic energy 
from rolling and converts and stores it 
as electrical energy. After the game is 
finished, the included single bulb LED lamp 
can be plugged into the ball to provide 
hours of light from just minutes of play.
The SOCCKET’s exterior is made of a 
custom water resistent EVA foam that 
is durable while remaining soft to the 
touch. Weighing only slightly more 
than a standard soccer ball, the solid 
construction eliminates the need for air 
pumps and eliminates the risk of puncture 
and deflation from rough terrain. Using a 
combination of imported and domestic 
components every SOCCKET is assembled 
and fully tested in New York.

Zero Dark Thirty
It is a 2012 American historical drama 
film directed by Kathryn Bigelow and 
written by Mark Boal. Billed as “the story 
of history’s greatest manhunt for the 
world’s most dangerous man”, the film 
is a dramatization of the United States 
operation that found and killed Osama 
bin Laden, leader of al-Qaeda. It was 
produced by Boal, Bigelow, and Megan 
Ellison.
For a decade, an elite team of 
intelligence and military operatives, 
working in secret across the globe, 
devoted themselves to a single goal: to 
find and eliminate Osama bin Laden. 
Zero Dark Thirty reunites the Oscar 
winning team of director-producer 
Kathryn Bigelow and writer-producer 
Mark Boal (The Hurt Locker) for the story 
of history’s greatest manhunt for the 
world’s most dangerous man.






